I. HISTORY
BOOK




Sixth Edition.
Why does TNT exist? What is its meaning or purpose?

Although the club has not and does not always live up to the lofty standard
that it sets for itself, the purpose of TNT is to help college students, to help
boys, become men of God. We strive to serve in His kingdom.

We do that together. TNT is bigger than any one person. It 1s not all about

you. I hope that you consider it an honor and a privilege to be a part of this
club, this brotherhood.

This is my humble attempt to further the cause of inspiring TNTers to stir
one another up to love and service to God.

Note: Odd slides have content, even slides are my notes on the content.

Credit: Doc. Archives and Special Collections at the Brackett Library for
Petit Jean and The Bison. Interviews with countless people as noted.
Student Handbooks found in the library. History lessons that I had with
former TNT sponsors. Susan Pryor Hodges (daughter of sponsor Dr. Joe
Pryor). Historical TNT documents such as constitutions, Historians’ photo
albums, photo albums from anniversary reunions. Etc.

While I am indebted to and thankful for so many who have helped me
compile this TNT History Book, any omissions, errors, and mistakes are
mine.



Objectives

The objectives of club week 1n general and these history lessons in
particular are to help the initiates...

m Gain a better understanding of the tradition of the club

m  While striving to reach new heights

m Through working together



-Past, Present, Future; philosophical questions.

-We have this focus because it helps us understand better what 1s
happening during club week, why we do different activities, and what the
purpose is (the end goal). The tradition of the club helps us understand
part of where we come from. We also have a “cloud of witnesses” that are
brothers in Christ and (less importantly) brothers in blue. The devotion
that members show to one another through working together is part of the
answer of why we are here. We will also discuss the destination, the new
heights, to which we are striving. This will touch on where we are going.

-These are not, however, isolated questions. Looking at the past
(tradition), we can find examples of devotion to one another as members
worked together to become more like Jesus (the ultimate new height).
These will also help show members who they are and who they can
become.

-According to various philosophers, some of the most basic, fundamental,
important philosophical questions are these: Who am [? Where did 1
come from? Why am I here? Where am I going? In the Bible,
God provides us with answers that are simple enough that a kid
can grasp the principle but also so profound that the greatest
thinkers and philosophers still wrestle with the concepts. These
are the same philosophical questions that we wrestle with in

regards to TNT.



PART I:
IMPORTANT FACTS

AND PRACTICE




m This is general information that all members should
know.



General Facts

Volunteer to tell me

m The club verse

m The club symbol

m T. N. T (what it stands for)

m (The lenses through which to view activities during club week)

Everyone

m Club Song



Club Verse: Romans 12:10-11 (NIV 1984): Be devoted to one another in
brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.

Club Symbol: the TNT explosion
T. N. T. = Trustworthiness, Noble Ideals, Tact

(Lenses through which to view club week activities: Tradition, New
Heights, Together [See objectives slide]): this one 1s not as relevant as the
others after club week.

The club song reflects the club because it reflects many of the same
values that are important to the club. These values, however, are not
important because they are connected to TNT. They are important because
they connect with Christian virtues. Even though club week 1s no longer
called pledge week, it 1s still appropriate that throughout our time in TNT
and beyond we continually pledge our devotion to one another, to love for
one another, and to honor one another, all ideas found in the song. Those
characteristics are seen throughout Scripture, including the first half of our
club verse: "Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one
another above yourselves..."



The Explosion: Which ones to




The Explosion

A: This 1s the TNT Explosion from the 1943 yearbook. It is the standard for
all TNT Explosions. Ralph Stirman from Wichita Falls, TX, designed the
official logo in the spring of 1940. He based it on the previous logo that had
many more clouds and the expanding TNT from the slanted-letter jerseys
and the TNT within the circle from 1938-1939. This is a good explosion.

B: Since the 1943 yearbook explosion (A.) was a small file size, this is that
same explosion, but in a more modern format. It is a brighter blue. This is a
good explosion. (Created in 2022)

C: The 1943 explosion (A.) and the modern, updated 1943 explosion (B.)
both have unsmoothed lines. This explosion is truer to the color of the 1943
explosion, but it also smooths out the lines for a sharper look. This is a good

explosion, and maybe the best for use in the computer age. (Created in 2024
by Tucker Bartch)

D: This explosion was created in about 2005. It is a good TNT explosion.
The one word of caution is that where the clouds shoot out from the circle is
inconsistent. Some of them have an extra line along the circle.

E: This explosion was created in about 2014. It is flawed. The letters TNT
should expand outward in all directions, but in this explosion, the letters are
flat along the bottom. Avoid this explosion if possible.



Dynamite the Goat ! 'p




Dynamite the Goat

m Inthe 1941-1942 school year, TNT members bought a goat and
named him Dynamite. They planned to have a barbecue but
couldn’t bring themselves to do it.

m Since then, Dynamite has been TNT’s mascot

m Other later TNT members have also bought goats and named
them Dynamite

m These graphics came around in about the 2010s (when 1t became
increasingly more common to talk about the GOAT, greatest of
all time, of different fields, sports, etc.)



as brothers should.

&m"l'ng everyday

our brothers far away,
For theéir refturn we
often pray.
. And in"the coming years,
with &l’ and even tears,
often will remember

© 1AM oy Williamw. Hellaway




William “Doc” Hollaway composed the words and music for this song, our
official club song, at the request of members in the club from that time
period. The copyright date 1s 1974.

Doc wrote the club song in February of 1974. He was a professor in the
Music Department and would later serve as chair of the Music Department.

Unofficial club song by Acapella: “Be Devoted” which begins with “Carry
each others’ burdens” also includes the club verse
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3M19giOuPc8)

Other unofficial club song: TNT by ACDC
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pR30knJs4 Xk)

Some of the unique things that Doc has done for the club include
composing the club song. In addition, he also composed an Opera about
TNT entitled "Oh, Pledge," "A Blue and White Rag," and a special Cantata
about fellow TNT sponsor and the Dean of Harding College, Dr. Joe Pryor
“Hello Dr. Joe,” performed in chapel on February 24, 1976 (and/or maybe
1981). This final piece is a legacy that he left not only to TNT but also

to the university. Another piece that he wrote for the university which was
played first at the most recent Presidential Inauguration and since then at
every commencement and graduation exercise was “Variants on the Alma
Mater” (2013). See the Appendix for some of his other compositions.
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When William “Doc” Hollaway wrote the song, a couple TNT members were far
away having been drafted for the Vietnam War.

According to Doc...

Jay Trotter (from Independence, Missouri) and Ken Dowdy (from Huntsville,
Al};bama) were both drafted in the very last military draft in December of 1972,
in the middle of their sophomore year, and both served for two years before
returning to Harding.

Ken Dowdy served his time in a military hosI[))ital in Pennsylvania; Jay Trotter
served his time at an army base in Germany. Doc wrote the club song in February
of 1974, and had these two in his mind when he wrote it. Ken Dowdy later was a
TNT president and Spring Sing Host.

Doc also likes to mention a TNT brother from a later time who also served in the
military as one who is worth remembering as one of "our brothers far away”:

Brad Lawing came to Harding from Lewisville, Texas, in the fall of 2001 and
enlisted in the national guard to make money for college. He was halfway
through his sophomore year when his unit was mobilized and sent to Iraq in
2003. He was wounded 1n a firefight with insurgents. He had just stepped out to
return fire when he was hit by an exploding grenade. He was showered with
shrapnel from the grenade. Eight of the nine fragments that caused wounds were
removed. One in his brain remains because surgical removal would be too
dangerous. He spent some months in the Walter Reed Hospital near Washington,
D.C. He and his wife spent some time here in Searcy while he recovered enough
to return to school. He and half his 47 man platoon received purple hearts.

These few are only a small sample of the total number of men from TNT who
have also served in the military, the ROTC, etc.



PART II: TNT HISTORY
IN THE BISON AND

PETIT JEAN




m Using excerpts from the Bison newspaper and pages from
the Petit Jean yearbook, we will be able to get a glimpse into
what it was like during the earliest years of the club.



THE BISON

HARDING COLLEGE, MORRILTON, ARKANSAS OCTOBER 24, 19 33

If you hear an explosion on the
:ampus, you'll know that it's one
of the T. N. T.'s blowing up.

Some have asked what T. N. T.
means. Any freshman chemistry
student could tel]l you that it means
tri-nitro-toluene. Some of the best
guesses are, “Texas’ Nicest Toma-
ties” and “Ten Naughty Tots.”

We hear murmurings of a T. N.
T. Organization. One would think
that the good ship Sub-T is due
to have an explosion. Watch out
for deep sea bombs Skipper Berry-
hiil.

Lois and Jesg Anderson of
Blackwell, Oklahoma, were called
home unexpectedly last Wednesday
on account of the serious condition
of their younger brother who has
been ill for some time. No report
has been received about the boy’s
condition since they left and it
cannot be known just when Jess
and Lois will be able to return and
resume their work here.

NEW SOCIAL CLUB
FORMED ON CAMPUS

T. N. T.'s Elect Officers and Plan
Years Activities

T. N. T. wag selected as the name
for the new club organized on the
campus last week. The club is a
young men’s social organization
consisting of members from the
Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, and
Senior classes.

At an early meeting a constitu-
tion was drawn up and approved
and the following officers elected:

| Roy Ruckman, senior from Ver-

non, Texas, president; Waldon
Gardner, junior from Santa Rosa,
California, secretary and treasurer;
Carroll Trent, junior from Ham-
mon, Oklahoma, reporter; Dr. R. R.
Coons, head of physical science de-
partment, sponsor.

The next few weeks will be used
largely in building up the member-
ship for the year. A quota has
been set and as soon as the num-
ber has been reached no more
members will be solicited.

Although the club is a new one,
a number of activities are being
planned and action will be started
at once. The following persons are
charter members of the organiza-
tion: Roy Ruckman, Waldon Gard-
ner, Cleo Scott, Arvil Smith, Geo.
Ford, and Carroll and Glen Trent.

-~



TNT’s establishment as reported by the Bison on October 24, 1933. It was founded “last week”
(10/24 was a Tuesday, so it was sometime between 10/15 and 10/21). It mentions sponsor and
officers (also in year book).

As reported in the next edition of the Bison, Jess Anderson was a charter member but was not
on campus when the club was chartered. In this addition, it is reported that he and his sister left
campus to visit their brother who was ill. They left on Wednesday. Thus, it seems as if he and
the other charter members talked about establishing the club before Wednesday but that the
official establishment was Wednesday or after. Therefore, TNT was most likely founded
sometime between Wednesday, October 18™, 1933, and Saturday, October 215, 1933.

Quota: all clubs had a specific number of members that they could not go over. Originally this
number was very low (TNT and Sub-T both have 15 in the yearbook that year, but Cavaliers has
24), but as Harding grew, so did the clubs.

Charter members: Roy Ruckman, Waldon Gardner, Cleo Scott (though he is not in the Petit
Jean for the first year), Arvil Smith, Geo. [George] Ford, Carroll Trent, Glen Trent.

Additionally, although not mentioned here and not present at the final
organization, Jess Anderson gets credit for being a charter member.

First trash talk

gUnrelated to TNT: March 21, 1929: newspaper changed from Skeeter to Bison according to
929 Petit Jean)

There were only 3 men’s clubs at the time (TNT, Sub-T, and Cavaliers). On page 4 of that
edition, it mentions that the Cavaliers had already had their second initiation of the year.
Activities included being mum and “riding a goat,” and wearing a ribbon.

Also in this issue, Cavaliers challenged Sub-T to a softball game. Club sports were not
organized. Other organizations had more competition such as freshman, sophomore, junior, and
senior classes (plus faculty) or people from different states (class sports results are in this issue,
for example).



The peanut vendors you saw on
the cappus were only the new
“Dynamite Boys”.
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Jesse and Lois Anderson, of
Blackwell, Oklahoma, were called |
home because of the illness of
their brother, returned Tuesday
and have resumed their studies.

THE BISON

'HARDING COLLEGE, MORRILTON, ARKANSAS NOVEMBER 7, 1033

T. N. T. INITIATE
MANY PLEDGES

New Social Club Plans Serieg of
Activities

The T. N. T. club seems to be
making rapid headway in getting
together a club that will do some
real work. The club was organiz-
ed with eight charter members;
however, Jess Anderson who was
one of the original group was not
on the campus when the organiza-
tion wag perfected. He is back and
taking an active part in the work.

No, the pledges are not taking
lessons in child care, or peanut
peddling, but they were just riding
that goat a Dbit. Anyway they
seemed to enjoy it. The pledges
who have been initiated are
Charles Paine, Robert Boyd and
Horace Baker. Joel Dorsey anoth-
er pledge will be initiated some-
time this week.

When the pledges have been in-
itiated no new ones will be taken
in until after Christmas. The club
quota is fifteen and at present
there are twelve. A regular plan
of action is scheduled and the club
plans to promote social and ath-
letic activities in every way it can.



m  Mentions 8 charter members (Jess Anderson (%ets credit even though he was not mentioned in the first Petit
Jean article. They got back after the week had ended, so we cannot narrow down the timeframe any more. It
looks like their brother improved, though, so that is good).

| lljirst New dCohort (pledge/induction class): Charles Paine, Robert Boyd, Horace Baker. Joel Dorsey about to
¢ 1nitiated.

m  Cleo Scott (charter member, junior) and Joel Dorsey (initiated in fall, freshman) are not in the Petit Jean. From
the Petit Jean Yearbook, that means that these five were inducted after Christmas: Gus Meuli, John Stewart,
Wilbur Parvin, W. F. Anderson, Maury [called Murray in Bison on 1/30/1934] Upton. At least 17 people

(probably at least 18) were in TNT at least part of that first year, though the quota was 15. Claude Click is
mentioned the following year as a returning member, so that indicates that there may have
been 18 that first year at different times.

m  Also in this edition: Cavaliers beat TNT in softball 13-4 with huge seventh inning of a 7 inning game (Cleo
Scott played short, so he did participate at least some)

Pledges were “riding that goat,” which Cavaliers’ pledges had done the previous week. Researching online, it
appears that riding the goat is a reference that fraternities and sororities used which meant doing chores for current
members. Although there are other explanations given at this website and across the internet, the best explanation
found on this website< > is that “’goating’
sometimes referenced personal service (making beds, carrying books, etc.) that a prospective or new member was
expected to perform.” That website gives several historical examples of the use of that phrase. From The Themis of
Zeta Tau Alpha, goating is connected to being treated like a slave (i.e., made to do work or chores) with the specific
example of having someone wash one’s hair. A second example from the 1918-19 volume of The Themis of Zeta
Tau Alpha has this in a poem about goating:

If you can sweep to make the frat-room look attractive,

Can smile, and make up beds when you are told,

Can run and get a coat, alert and active,

A ‘goat’ you’ll be, worth your weight in gold.

The term “goating” or “riding the goat” seems to have fallen out of favor by the 1930s which explains why it is not
mentioned hardly at all after this first year. Although chores and tasks continued long after that, they came to be
discouraged more and more until no longer making up a part of the initiation process. A very early example of this
kind of language condemning tasks comes from Pi Beta Phi’s Constitution and Statues from the 1920s:

“P1 Beta Phi allows no pledge ‘Goating’ of any kind whatever and no requirement of any personal service for
actives. Bed-making or book-carrying for actives is personal service and is not to be required by any active. You as
Pledge Supervisor are responsible for seeing that the Constitutional ruling against ‘goating’ is kept both in letter and
in spirit.”



THE BI

HARDING COLL

ON

SAS NOVEMBER 7, 1933

T.N.T.CLUB GOES
TO PETIT JEAN

Group Plays Sinkers in Football
Atop Mountain

Members of the T. N. T. club
with their girl friends and spon-
sor left at 9 o'clock Monday morn-
ing for a day at Petit Jean Moun-
tain.

Their first secena aof explaration
was the falls. Many of the mem-
bers had never been to the moun-
tain and were somewhat bewilder-
ed by the various sights. A num-
ber of students had provided them-
selves with kodaks and spent lots
of time getting snapshots of the
many scenes. Others were more
interested in exploring the myster-
ies of the gorge, while still others
seemed to be interested in prov-
ing their climbing ability, and exer-
cised themselves by climbing the
iide of the cliff.

At 12 o'clock an appetizing lunch
was served by the K. P. force. Then
all started off to finish their ex-
plorations.

At 12:30 the picnickers journey-
ed to Lookout Point to explore its
many wonders. Fat Man’s Squeeze
and Petit Jean's grave seemed to
be the center of attraction at this
place.



Misprint of date. Handwritten 22 is correct. Edition from November
22, 1933.

The Sub-T version of the Petit Jean outing explains, “The [football]
game was very thrilling and exciting. It finally ended with
the sailors on the long end of a 13 to 0 score.”

The outing was on Monday because Harding used to have classes on
Saturday. That way student preachers could get back from preaching
Sunday and still have time to do homework on Monday. This edition
mentions that Carroll Trent preached that Sunday as well as John
Stewart who joined TNT in the spring.

Some pictures of this event (or the Spring one from May 21?, but that
seems way too late to be included in yearbook) are in the Petit Jean
yearbook.

Also, according to the Petit Jean (page 119 of pdf), this took place on
November 13.



T H E B | S O N Clubs Nominate

HARDING COLLEGE, MORRILTON, ARKANSAS DECEMBER 5, 1933 YearbOOk Queen

Sub-T-16’s Leader in The
Photograph Contest |
For Annual |

Toat reminds me: I want to know
which club is going to have the
queen of “The Petit Jean.'

Keen competition is already be-
ing shown in the contest for the
nomination of the Queen of the
— Petit Jean. This year’'s queen is |
to be selected from the young la- |
dies nominated by the social clubs |
of Harding College.

Any social club may nominate
a candidate for this coveted hon-
or by meeting any one of these

Carr Trent said he w ¢ . : :
Carrol Trent said he would three requirements: 1. Selling 25

"""J"l‘: to enable the T N. T. to || copies of the annual, 2. Selling 20
nominate a candidate for queen of ||

\ N ‘ copies of the annual and going
PG‘T.lt J(‘\(ln 11 ti‘l(‘}" \"Uuld 1]“]111:1&10 Ii 100 pel cent for I)i(f‘u]w_-_ql 3 or l"(l.

his girl . . . Mr. Maxwell has been | ing the first club to sell 19 copies
of the annual and to go 100 per
cent for pictures. Each club must
sell books to its own members or
| to those not affiliated with any
| other club. The Sub-T Club has al-
| ready gone 100 per cent for pic-
‘ tures.



m Clubs could only have one queen which they nominated to
be Queen of the Petit Jean yearbook. They had to meet
certain requirements (explained in the article) to be allowed
to have a queen.



| QUEEN CONTEST
f IS PROGRESSING
| Sub-T’s Get s;:’”_:' by All Having

Pictures Made

The contest between the socia
yrganization ertitling them t«

1ominate a queen for the annual
ends January 23. This method of
securing nominations for the queer
is proving very successful

The Sub-T’s are at the head of
the list, every member having har

| his picture made. Since this is
N true, this club has to sell only 1§
annuals instead of the regularly
required twenty. The Ju Go Ju's

ire second with only three mem

HARDING COLLEGE, MORRILTON, ARKANSAS JANUARY 16, 1934 ""_‘;'”_ ‘T'i :1:‘.I\'A'I"'LI”\\"“lk‘in(":'u :1]:(1
=5 e S photographerl ne . ‘ .8 and
L. C's tie for third with only fivt
behind the T. N. T.'s fourth lack-
ing seven, the O. G.'s fifth, the
Cavaliers sixth, D. O. N., seventh.
[t is very necessary that every
club member in Harding College
have his picture made now to have
it count in the contest.

Roy Ruckmar, a member of the
senior class, is in charge of the
annual sales. Every day the clubs

report to him the results of these
sales and their standing is posted
on the bulletin board.



m Roy Ruckman, TNT president, was in charge of the
queen contest, but it does not help his club. It looks like
TNT did not have a queen the first year.



THE BISON

HARDING COLLEGE, MORRILTON, A}I{AQI\ES_KS_—ER'UARY 30, 1031

Dr. Coons tells us that T. N. T.
is really something useful. Guess
the T. N. T. Club will prove that
sooner or later.

] q‘r n::d-i!t\—-.) “L\\. TO

Woods For ()utmg

The T. M. 1. c]ub with their girl
friends, hiked to the nothern
wood: Saturday night, for an out-
ing. There on tae bank of a stieam
a fire was built and everyone gath-
ered round for instructions before
the entertainment started.

With the leadership of Dona
Pursley such games as Three deep,
Red rover, Flying Dutchman, and
Capture the Flag were played. Dr.
Coons was succesful in carrying
off high honors in most games.
Amidst all the excitement Roy
tuckman announced that the K. P.
force were served weiners and
marshmallows as the next source
of entertainment,.

-*M* —

T. N. T INITIATE
SEVERAL PLEDGES

Club Now Has Representatives
From Nine States

Four new members were initi-
ated into the T. N. T. club Sat-
urday night, January 20. This ad-
dition fills the club quota for the
vear. The new memhers are W. F.
Anderson, Jr.,, Murray Upton, Gus
Meuli, and Wilbur Parvin.

Monday morning members of the
club repaired the walk leading
from the College Club to the
campus proper.

Nine states are represented by
the fifteen members in the T. N.
T. The states and the number of
their representatives are as fol-
lows: Oklahoma 4; Texas 2; Ten-
nessee 2; Michigan 1; California 1;
Louisiana 2; Kansas 1; Georgia 1;
and Alabama 1.



The club repaired a walk

15 members representing 9 states (Trent brothers from same state;
no one from Arkansas!)

Sponsor Coons says club will be useful. This is a question we
need to continuously ask ourselves as individuals and as a
club. Also, every year, this question is asked about the new
members. Will the Initiates this year also prove themselves?
How will we be useful? How will we make each other better?
How will we make our community better? Our community is
our club, our dorms, other clubs, the university, wherever you live.
How can we be useful and serve those around us?

TNT spring outing not at Petit Jean (Yearbook photos likely from
fall unless there was a later outing)

Also in this edition, Sub-T fulfilled requirements to nominate a
queen



[
THE BISQOQN ActionScnein

Harding Game

HARDING COLLEGE, MORRILTON, ARKANSAS FEBRUARY 13, 1934

It seems that Charles Paine was
heard falling the other day—was
it for the blonde Dykeg sister?
Some people seem to think so.

And speaking of falling—John
Stewart fell rather hard Friday
night—but not for a girl.

It is being asked why ©people
call Carroll Trent beautiful. Figure
it out for yourself.

The above photo shows Glen Trent
as he marked up his second point-
Stoy Pate says George Ford is a er against Hendrix.

real pal (pill)—why?—ask him -

about the overcoat incident.

When asked why he spent so
_ much time studying with Mary
George Ford lost his Bible a Murphy in the library, Walden
!(tm? tlm;') 2go, and when he f”.%ng Gardner said that that was the on- |
it, Inez Davis’ name was inscribe S T
on the flyleaf. ly way to get m.s:)z‘ned.




A few random tidbits about TNT members

Glen Trent playing Basketball for Harding (though the same
illustration appears in the 1930 Petit Jean). TNT has a long
tradition, dating back to its founding, of having members also play
intercollegiate sports.

Further research needed: In what sports have TNT members
participated besides basketball?

Is this good advice from Walden Gardner?

John Stewart was not in TNT yet



A
THE BISON

[ HARDING COLLEGE, MORRILTON, ARKANSAS r'ti5icUARY 26, 1934

DEBATERS ENGAGE
LITTLE ROCK JRS.

Radio Control Question Discussed
Pro and Con

Four debate teams from Little
Rock Junior College were here for
debates on the 14th of February.
Carrol Trent and Frank Rhodes
represrnted Harding on affirmative
side of the question of “Resolved:
'I'hat the Powers of the President
should bhe substantially increased
as a settled policy” and George De-
Hoff and Edwin Hughes took the
negative in their debate.

The other two debates were on
the question “Resolved that the
United States should adopt the es-
sential feature of the British Plan
| of Radio control and operation.”
| James Colley and W. F. Anderson
| took the negative and Woodrow
‘\'\.’hitten and Sanford Vaughn took
the afflirmative.

Debaters Lose
In Semi-Finals

——

Two of Harding’s Teams
Make Excellent
Showing

George DeHoff wag judged the
best debater in three out of five
of the debates in which he partici-
pated. Roy Ruckman and PEil'y
Norris were selected best in two out
of five.

Robert Boyd, of New Orleans,

La. is arother active freshman
student. He is thz director o[ the
college “pep” band, which he orga-
nized a few months ago. Jesides
his excellent work with the band,
he is an active member of the boys’
glee club and the mixed chorus.
As a member of the dramatic club
he hag done excellent work, having
appeared in “Below Par,” one of
the plays in the first Lyceumand
“Goblin Gold,”a workshop play.
Boyd is 2lso cast in the Opera
“Pinafore,”” which is to be present-
ed in the spring and is a member
of the T, N. T. social club.



m TNT members take part in a wide array of activities then and now. The
diversity of the club 1s seen in having people from different states and
people involved in different areas of campus.

m Debaters: Carrol Trent, W.F. Anderson, Roy Ruckman (excellent
showing, best debater) (TNT Debaters are mentioned in many other
editions)

m Also in edition: Cavaliers presented chapel program (in the past, many
groups presented entertainment in chapel: chorus, clubs, classes, etc.; the
remnants of that are still seen in the 2000s and 2010s with chorus, band,
and theater)



T. N. T.’s SPONSOR
WRESTLING TOURN.

Middle Weights Have Heaviest
Fintries

A wrestlicg tournament sponsor-
ed by the T. N. T. Club, on March
8, 9 and 10th, created much inter-
est among the young men of Hard-
ing College. The tournament was
under the direction of Jess Ander-
son, chairman of T. N. T. Athletic
committee. He was assisted by
James Bales and Ervin Berryhill
of the Sub-T-16 Club.

The tournament wag not limited
to clubs only but was open to all
the college men. Entries in 135-
145 and 145-155 pound classes were
heavier than any of the others.
In the light weight and 125-135
pound classes only two entered in
each division.

The brackets in each division
and their results were as follows,
with the name, time and winner
respectively:

Light- Weight

Frank Rhodes, vs. Emmett Dar-

win, 30 seconds, Rhodes.
125-135 Class

Sanford Vaughan vs. Frank

Rhodes, 2 minutes, Vaughan.
135-145 Class

W. F. Anderson vs, Ralph Bra-
schears, forfeit., Brashears.

Durden Stough vs. Maury Upton,
45 seconds, Stough.

Leonard Joanson vs. George Ford
00 seconds, Johnson.

Walden Gardner vs. Bye, Gard-
ner.

Semi-Finals
Ralph Jrashears vs, Durden
Sough, forfeit, Stough.
Leorard Johnson, vs. Walden Gard-
ner, 2 minutes, Johnson.
Finals
Durden Sough vs. Leonard John-
son, 6 minutes, Stough.
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145-155 Class
Jeff Gardner vs. Henry Pierce, 4
minutes. Gardner.
Glen Trent vs. Horace Baekr, 18
seconds, Trent,
trvin Berryhill, vs. Louis Mills,
forfeit, Mills.
Ross Jones, vs. Wayne Gaston,
forleit, Jones.
Semi-Finalg
Jeff Gardner vs. Glen Trent, 2
minutes, 45 seconds, Trent.
Louis Mills vs. Ross Jones, 18
minutes, Jones.
Finals
Glen Trent, vs. Ross Jones, 5
minute limit, draw,
155-165 Class
James Bales vs. LeRoy Null, 3
minutes, 30 seconds, Bales.
Jess Anderson vs. Cecil Davis, b
minutess, 45 seconds, Davis,
Finals
James Bales vs. Cecil Davis, for-
feit, Bales.
165-175 Class
Jess Anderson vs. Eugene Clapp,
forfeit, Anderson.
James Baleg vs, Cecil Davis, 3
minutes, Bales.
Finals
Jess Anderson vs. James Bales, 3
minutes, Bales.
Heavyweight
Jess Anderson vs. Charles Paine,
1 minute, 35 seconds, Paine.
James Bales, vs. Wilbur Parvin,
4 minutes, 45 seconds, Parvin.
Finals
Charles Paine vs. Wilbur Pavin,
1 minute, Parvin.

KNIGHTS TROUNCE |
DYNAMITERS 24-11

T. N. T’s Easily Beaten By Cava-
liers in Fast Game

The Cavalier quintet deleated
the T. N. T. Club five by the score
of 24 to 11 Saturday night, March
10. The game was rough from
start to finish and played at a
fast gait. The first half ended

Cavaliers . N TS

Woters '8 e G. Trent 7

T. McReynolds 12 _____..__. C, Trent 0
Forwards

H. McReynolds 0 . Baker 4
Centers

2. AShmore 2 il Parvin 0

Hawkins 0 ... e Meoulle 0

Guards
Subsitutes: Cavaliers, Durrance,
Hoover 4, Vaughan. T. N. T.’s,
Gardner, Ford. Referee, Bradley.



m  Wrestling Tournament sponsored by TNT: TNTers Paine
and Parvin in Heavyweigt final, Parvin wins; Glen Trent
draws for championship of 145-155 class; Jess Anderson
24 in 165-175 class

m TNT loses to Cavaliers in Basketball
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Social clubg can either be assets
or libilities to a college.

™a
set.

are proving themselves an as-

JOHN STEWART INITIATED

John Stewart, a sophomore was
initiated into the T. N. T. elub last
Tuesday night. Mr. Stewarts initi-
ation added another state to the
roll of the club. He is from Colo-
rado and makes the tenth state to
be represented.

The other states represented and
their number in the club are as
follows: Oklahoma 4, Texas 1, Ten-
nessee 2, Louisana 2, Georgia 1,
Kansas 1, Colorado 1, Alabama 1,
California, 1, and Michigan 1.

The T. N.

T. N. T.'S SPONSOR
TENNIS TOURNEY

‘ntries Close Wednesday Night
NOW kquipinest 10 e Added
An inter-mural tennis tourna-

ment is to be held Thursday, Fri-

day, and Saturday of this week,

with the finals being played Mon-
day of next week. The tourna-
ment is being sponsored by the T.
N. T. club for the purpose of buy-
ing tennis equipment. Mid-night
Wednesday has been set as the
deadline for entries.

A fee of ten cents each ig being
charged for entry in the singles
and ten cents per team in doubles
Divisions for the tournament are
as follows:

College Division

Men’s singles and doubles;
Women's singles and doubles; and
mixed doubles.

High School Division

A class boy's singles and doubles;
Girl's singles and doubles. B. class
20y's singles and doubles.

Faculty Division

Men’s singles and Women’s sing-
les.

Srackets showing pairings will
be posted Thursday morning and
the time for playing will be an-
nounced in chapel.



m  What will you do to help keep TNT an asset to the university?

m Pledge class of 1: John Stewart initiated. Now 10 states among the
15 members (still no one from Arkansas). From the beginning, TNT
had a wide variety of guys. It was a diverse club in several different
ways (though racially diverse would have to come later because
Harding’s first black student did not come until the 1960s).

m TNT sponsored a tennis tournament
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PRESENT TENNIS NET

The tennis tournament, sponsor-
ed by the T. N. T. elub brought in
enough money to buy a new 21-
strand tarred tennis net, The net
was presented to the college by
Carroll Trent in behalf of all
tournament entries.

REPAIR WALK AND TENNIS
COURT

The walk between the girls
dormitory and the college club was
repaired Monday morning by mem-
bers of the T. N.'"T.. Ditches were
also cut around the tennis court
to run the water around the courts.
In the past all water, which ran
off the girls dormitory, during
rains, flooded the courts and neces-
sitated their repair after every
rain,

—_0

TENNIS TOURNEY
RENEWED MONDAY |

Much Enthusiasm Is Aroused As

The Finals Aproach
Sixty-five
the tennis
being

entries were made in
tournament whfyh is
sponsored by the T. N. T.
Club. The tournament was post-
poned last week because of rain,
but started with renewed Iinterest
Monday.

A new twenty-one strand, tarred
net has been supplied, with funds
from the entry fee, and is now in
use. Much interest is expected
from the entire student body be-
cause of the matches which are
scheduled. Other than student
matches, the contest between
President J. N. Armstrong and
Professor B. F. Rhoes has caused
much discussion.

Students who are expected to
excel in the tournament are: “Top-
py’' McReynolds, Frank Rhodes,

James Colley, and Glen Trent in
the mens divisions; Jayne Allyn,
Polly Parrot, Frances Elliott, and
Lois Anderson in the womens di-
vision. Matches in mixed doubles
are also arousing enthusiasm.



TNT presents tennis net (tournament was postponed due to rain)
Roy Ruckman was involved in many things
(Photos of repair work may be in Petit Jean)

Also 1n this edition: Only 2 girls were nominated for Petit Jean Queen:
Addie D. Tankersley and Mabel Dykes (Mabel ended up winning). I
think these two nominees are from the other two boys clubs (Sub-T and
Cavaliers) based on this comment from the Petit Jean (pdf page 126):
Sub-T’s ambition 1s “To sink the Cavaliers in their attempt to elect the
Petit Jean Queen.” Sub-T was the first club to qualify before Bison
edition of January 30.
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Officers Are Selected
By Two Boy’s Clubs

Two Harding clubs have already
begun to plan for next year. The
Sub-T-16 elected Billy Norris as
Skipper some time ago, and in a
recent meeting the T. N, T. Club
elected Carroll Trent to head their
club for next year. Other officers
for the dynamiters include: Robert
Boyd, vice-president and Charles
Paine, as secretary, Dr. R. R. Coons
was named to serve his second term
as Sponsor.

Few vacancies are to occur in the
ranks of the T. N. T.'s with only
one of this year’'s seniors in the
club. There is a possibility that
all fourteen of the other members
will be back next year. There are
four seniors in the Sub-T club and
there will be more vacancies.

Harding To Move
To New Location

Fourteen Buildings Are
Included in Plant To
Be Purchased

Harding College will open {its
doors for the 1934-35 session, Sep-
tember 24 in the plant recently ac-
quired at Searcy, Arkansas. Due to

Dr. R. R. Coons’ hobby seems to
be boat riding. He managed to
put in most of the day at it on the
T. N. T. outing Monday.

Dynamiters Spead
Day On The River

The T. N. T. club blew up rath-
er early Monday when they set off
for a lovely hike to the Arkansas
River. The hike was lovely enough
but those making it did not look
so lovely on account of the surplus
dew that covered the weeds and
trces and the large amount of
dirt that will stick to wet clothes.

The sunrise breakfast of bacon,
eggs, and coffee was late per usual,
but everyone agreed that it was
“better late than never.” Some,
however, proceeded to add wild
dewberries to the original fare.

As soon as the breakfast had
been taken care of the interest of
the group turned to the sandbar
which could be seen since the heavy
fog had liited. Acting as chief
boatsman Dr. R. R. Coons man-
aged to convey the whole group
across the river, and then settled
down to a few minutes of delight-
ful rowing.

By eleven o'clock everyone had
become somewhat tired of wading,
and incidentally of falling down in

the water, and all attention was
centered on the time for eating.
When everyone and everything,

(Charles had to go back after Mar-
jorie’'s jacket), had been returned
from the sandbar, a delicious lunch
was served. The bill of fare con-
sisted of sandwiches, lemonade,
fruit, candy, and cookies and was
served to the wearv explorers.

The group returned to the camp-
us somewhat cautiously because
they were not at all fit to attend
a notable function. Even though
most everyone admitted being tired
out, everyone agreed that it was
worth it.




m Only Roy Ruckman graduating: only 1 opening would have been
available, but not everyone returned the next year so there were more
openings.

m Spring Outing to Arkansas River

m Although the university was still located in Morrilton at the time (see
title of the newspaper), this edition includes picture of Pattie Cobb
since the university had already decided to move.



TN T,
Name: Just what it imphles. (It i1s rumored to be Roy Ruck-
man's brain-storm.)
Membership: Only campus and tennis enthusiasts or wrestlers.
Ambition: None. (Charles Paine and Horace Baker are doing
their best to realhize it.)

Professor Rhodes entertains
" the T. N. T. children with
some bedtime stories

L ¥

1933-1934

Don’t jar these sticks of dynamite—
they might explode...One stick of
T. N. T. and his flame

T. N. T. boys form a
bridge construction gang

-




Pictures and information from the Petit Jean:

Mabel Dykes was the Petit Jean Queen, but she was most likely
nominated by another club.

Joseph Pryor was the male honor student. He would be inducted
the following year.

There are several other pictures that are TNT members, but not
necessarily related to TNT activities

All the clubs were made fun of on page 126 of the pdf of the
yearbook, including this excerpt about TNT.
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TNT

Rov Ruckman Glenn Trent George Ford
Jess Anderson Arvil Smith W. F. Anderson
Charles Paine John Stewart Horace Baker
Carroll Trent Robert Boyd Maury Upton
CGus Meuli Wilbur Parvin Walden Gardner

OFFICERS

RoY RUCKMAN President
WALDEN GARDNER Secretary - T reasurer
CARROLIL TRENT Reporter




As we’ve said there were technically 8 charter members though 1
was in absentia

Roy Ruckman was the first president
Carroll Trent Reporter this year, but we will see him again

R.R. Coons: Sponsor for the first 4 years
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T. N. T. Well Represented.
The high explosive club—T. N.
T's—are well represented this year.
Carroll Trent, who is the president,
but is ill, will be able to return in
about a month to assume his du-
During his absence Robert B.
Boyd, vice-president, is proving
himself a very capable leader. Old
members of the club are Charles
Paine, Jess Anderson. Claude Click
Glenn Trent, Walden Gardner,
Arvil Smith, Horace Baker, and
W. F. Anderson. Dr. R. R. Coons,
who was elected sponsor last year,
is back to look after these “danger-
ous” lads. Last vear, the first year
f this club’s organization, they
undertook a number of worthy

deeds.

THIS WEEK

Saturday, Oct. 13.
4:15—Givls Glee club, Auditoriurn

7:30—Ju-Go-Ju Room 337
T79—W..H C. ...... Room 323 |
TB=L. C. t..covvnse Room 302{
T, (3. ....8 000> Room 317

Monday, Oct. 15. {
O N . ... . OO BAT |

8:00—Boys Glee Club, Auditorium
6:30—Press Club, H. S. Study Hall
Thursday, Oct 18.
8:00—Boys, Glee Club, Auditorium j
7:30—Orchestra .. .. Auditorium
T:30—8ub T .......... Room 352

Friday, October 19. |
6:30—Press Club, H. S. Study Hall



m TNT meeting on Monday in room 347. Meetings are still on
Mondays.

m 10 returning members mentioned, but who 1s Claude Click? He is in
1935 yearbook (not 1934), but this is the first mention I have found of
him, and it 1s as a returning member.

m The editions of the Bison from the previous year were all in
Morrilton, AR. This is the first one in Searcy, AR, because Harding
moved to Searcy this year. TNT has been a part of Harding longer
than Searcy has been.
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We wish to compliment the Sub-T's and the T. N.
T.'s for the good sportsmanship shown in the ball
game Monday.

SCOO0ONOWWLWO

T N, X Ab. H. R. 0.
Trant B ..:.ihconsn B 3 2
Baker1lb ............ O 1 3
Cronin 3b 5 1 1
T. N. T. club members and their O I oo sisadaae B0
. 2 W. Gardener cf ... O 4 3
guests enjoyed a sunrise breakfast Anderson rf ..... 5 1 0
. ST e o e e o 4 0 1
October 183. T kg R ORGSR | B |
Ford p RS TR T
PainNe © ....isishaun 3 2 1 0
Tatal ... ¢ i 45 12 14 10



At least 3 new clubs formed for states: 1) Tennessee, 2) Texas, 3)
Florida-Alabama-Georgia

Good Sportsmanship, but Sub-T won 18-14

Pryor mentioned for first time (also Cronin?). Joseph Pryor was the
first pledge to be 1nitiated in Searcy. He was 1n a cohort by himself,
which is not much of a cohort.
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girls that went on the T. N. T. outing are all

T

of beisg sore.

T.'s must be

What

a

tough

bunch

(lubs Visit Sugar
Loaf and Bee Rock

Cavaliers and T. N. T.’s
Have All-Day
Outing

The T. N. T. Club went on an
all-day outing to Sugar Loaf moun-
tain on Monday, November 5.

L.eaving the college rather early,
they arrived at the base of the
mountain about ten o’clock. While
Waulden Guardner, Alfred Johnsgrn.
and Joseph Pryor, cap&‘\'l_)“_{ and ef-
feciently assict s vy~ @ertrude
Paine and ima Lou Murphrqe pre-
pocu the food, the other explo-
sives, with their girl friends, ex-
plored the mountain.

At twelve-thirty o'clock lunch, ||

|
|

consisting of sandwiches, potatn”

salad, apples, cookies, candy, and
hot coffee, was served. After lunch
everybody again explored Sugar
Loaf and Little Red river which
flows close to the foot of the moun-
tain.



m First outing to Sugar Loaf

m Also in this edition: Koinonia founded (new boys club)
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T.N.T Club Gives
Informal Party

The T. N. T. Club and their
guests gave a reception Saturday,
Novemb:r 17, at 9:30 p. m. in koonor
of Carroll Trent who recently en-
tered school. Mr. Trent is -presi-

Joseph Pryor.

Joseph' Pryor, second-string for-
ward on last year's Bison baskel-
ball squad, will again be a contend- 1
er for a berth on this year's quin-

dent of this organization and. will tet. Pryor started his basketball
occupy that office for the reimain- career on the Campbell, Missouri |
der of the year. High School squad and was a regu-

lar on that team for the one year
that he competed, playing the cen-
ter position. Considering Pryor’'s

The reception was informal and
convened in the reception 1'0oms

Y ra’ - i - r H -
of the bo_\.? dmm:tor)..Entc rtain inexperience and the improvement |
ment consisted of various social that he showed last year he should |
games and musical selections, both prove a valuable man in the near |
vocal and instrumental. Tuobert future. In the four games that he
Boyd, vice president of the club, participated in last season, Pryor
made the introductory renmwarks proved his worthiness to a place on
and presented Mr. Trent to the the team. He is six feet one inch
group. U-lll ;1_1‘1[] weighs one hundred and /
As I } ) sixty-five pounds. On the court|"®
. B PR W0 tha oronsicn,,' aa1 10~ Pryor is rather fast and has a fair | !
wiches, cakes, and hot chopcolate eye for the basket. He covers the |~
were served. Following this, the ein- court as well as any first year man | !
tire group sang ‘Auf Wied,ershen,” | Harding has seen lately. €
accompanied by Miss Loi,s Ander- Pryor's cxtra-curricula activities | Y
son include the T. N. T. Club, the Dra- | ?
. S ~ ||
L - matie Club, and the Press Club. He
is especially active in the latter,| =
being co-editor of the Bison. He | &
2
Monday- November 26 is classified as a member of the ! u
& . s : - g st
B00—T N. T ...cvs BO}'S' Dorm. Sophomore class this year, ara is b

the son of Professor and Mrs. L. E.

Pryor, now residing ‘n Searcy. E
gl



TNT Meeting Monday at 9:00 pm

Informal party welcoming back Carroll Trent (president of TNT, but
missed the first month or so of school due to illness)

Joseph Pryor was involved in TNT and a lot of other things.

Also in this edition: Koinonia Club having outings (mentioned as
established in previous edition)



The T. N. T. club entertained the
student body at the regular chapel
hour this morning, Saturday, Feb-
ruary 16. This was the first pro-
gram thal{ this organization has
sponsored this year,

The first number on the program
was a novelty number played by
the T. N T. Hookum-Flookum
Band. This was the first appear-
ance that this musical group had
made in public. The piece they
played was “O Sol Mio,” and the
playing was directed by Robert B.
Boyd, diroctor of the Harding Pep
Band and Vice-president of the T.
N. T'’s., During this selection
Charles Puine III displayed his
vocal abllities on several occasions.

The personnel of this band is
trumpet, Robert Boyd; clarinet,
Gervis Dcss; trombone, Clifford

Cronin; baritone horn, Charles
Paine; violin, Jess Anderson;

Hawaiian guitar, Arvil Smith: bass
drum, Horace Baker; and snare
drum, Gororge Ford.

The band was followed by a
trumpet solo by Robert B. Boyd,
entitled “Cathedral Meditations.”
Following this was a special num-
ber featuring Jess Anderson in a
harmonica and guitar duet. Mr.
Anderson played several popular
selections on his instruments. He
has accomplished the unusual task
of playing two instruments at the
same time,
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| After WLis the T. N. T. quartetts

| rendered two selections, “The Bull
| Dog on the Bank,” and “Let Me
Call You Sweetheart.” The quar-
|tette war composed of Robert
| Boyd, baritone; Charles Paine, first
tenor; Arvil Smith, second tenor:
{and Alfred Johnson, bass. Claude
[Click is regular baritone singer
on the quartette, but was unable
to sing because of being ill.

The fififh number on this pro-
gram waz another novelty number,
Jess Anderson and Charles Paine
gave an ‘old timey” fiddle and
guitar number, playing several pop-
ular songs and singing.

The program was closed by a
song by the T. N. T. Glee Club.
They sang the old, but popular, se-
lection, “Auld Lang Syne.”

Eva Lee Bradiey
leceives Honor

Eleetion of Queen Raises
Much Interest In
Student Body

The contest for the selection of
the Queen for the 1935 Petit Jean
resulted in the selection of Eva Lee
Brad.ey.

Th, capdidates for the contest

were nominated by the four boys

clubs. Alvalyn Baucum, Eva Lee

Bradley, Jeanette Jackson and

IDoxothy Merwin were chosen by

the different organizations. All of
thnsn'gir]s are prominent members
in the various activities of Harding

'and each drew a large share of

&
\'

votes in both elections. But the fin=
al election resulted in giving Miss

Bradley the honor.




m TNT Chapel Program: in the past, any group of students could (and
was expected to) give a program in chapel. Currently, it seems to be
limited to theater, bands, and choruses.

m TNT’s first queen was not necessarily Eva Lee Bradley, but it was
either Eva Lee Bradly, Alvalyn Baucum, Jeanette Jackson, or
Dorothy Merwin
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The T. N. T.'s must have done something awful on
the outing as some of them are still blushing. They
say that it is a sunburn but I won't swallow that—

knowing them as I do.

Dynamiters Take Easy
(Gtame to Eliminate
Koinonias

The T. N. T. Club defeated the
Koinonias in the second round of
the social club tournament Satur-
day night, March 16, by the score
|of 40 to 17

The T. N. T.s, leading 19 to 9
at the end of the first half, came
back stronger in the second period
to take the game without any
trouble. Johnson, T. N. T. guard,
was high point man with 19 points.

In the sccond game of the even-
ing the Cavaliers took the Sub-T
| Club into camp by defeating lhemi
38 to 22. [

The Cavaliers started the sr.'orlng1
early in the game, but were hard-
| pressed to hold a 14 to 12 lead at
the end cof the first period. How-
ever, they came back strong in the
‘.l:l.‘il halfl to gain a vmnnmnding‘
[lead which was held throughout
|that period. McReynolds, Cavnlinri
‘m-nh-r, led the field in individual |
scoring with 16 points.

The line-up, first game:

O O - Koinonias:

15 [ YN R e Rusk 9

Ty b g (R SO R R Strother 2
Forwards

PIYOr € ...cocovsvrus Newman 0
Centers ‘

i) i i RSUERERIIEE, S R Chestnut 0 |

Johnaon 19 ...cc:s:anasa Sanders 6

Guards |
Substitutes: T. N. T.—Click.

Koinonlas—Rogers



m Possibly the first team sports victory reported in the Bison for
TNT as a club (though individuals won wrestling titles during
the first year).



1934-1935

TNT’s first queen?
Caption: “How
they Click”

(member Claude
Click?)

Watch out, Sinkers, here % | - | &

comes the Explosives! f
b -r-’ A i -
baZl A&
. ’ hy WP e

Oct. 15—T. N. T.’s sunrise breakfast,
Mar. 25—T. N. T. outing to Doniphan.



m Pictures and information from the Petit Jean:

m These might be the first jerseys. Just as current
jerseys, the T on either side 1s slanted.



1934-1935

Don’t blow up
Sugarloaf,
T.N.T.’s

So far unable to
determine which
of this collage is
specifically TNT,
but two of the
captions are: And
thus we explode
... Sugar Loaf
Mountain—a
memorable spot
to the Koinonias
and T. N. T.’s




m More pictures from the Petit Jean Yearbook



Who was the 1934-1935 TNT Queen? If it is the girl in the TNT jersey, who do you think?

W
(TNT member
Caption: “How they Click” 4 ‘?
hﬂ ’ 3 0y —"

Claude Click?)

,

22

Alvalyn
. Baucum
ﬁ.: l\ﬂ" “:‘:,;uw |
Eva Lee Bradley |
Jeannette Dorothy
Jackson Moruin



m TNT’s first queen was not necessarily Eva Lee Bradley who was
the Petit Jean queen, but i1t was either Eva Lee Bradly, Alvalyn
Baucum, Jeanette Jackson, or Dorothy Merwin.

m The girl wearing the TNT jersey was not necessarily the TNT
queen. She may have been wearing her boyfriend’s jersey. In
modern times on jersey night of Spring Sing, traditionally TNT and
Zeta Rho members exchange jerseys so that a lot of non-queens
wear TNT jerseys.

m My best guess is Dorothy Merwin was TNTs first queen. Claude
and Dorothy were both sophomores.



OFFICERS

Carroll Trent President
Robert Boyd Vice-President
Charies Paine Secretary

R. R. COONS
Sponsor

Glen Trent Jess Anderson Joseph Pryor
Horace Boker George Ford Charles Paine
W. F. Anderson Walden Gardner Gervis Doss
Arvil Smith Courtney Ryland Clifford Cronin
Carroll Trent Claude Click Robert Boyd

Alfred Johnson

i) Goude




Carrol Trent: President

Joseph Pryor was only 15.5 years old when he started at Harding College. Despite
that he was immensely accomplished:

Honor Student
18t Harding College graduate to get a Ph. D.
Participated in sports (as we have seen): Basketball and Football

Also participated in a host of other activities: Bison, Petit Jean (editor of both),
theater

He was the first pledge this year, which meant he was the first pledge in Searcy

When he returned to college he was a long time TNT sponsor, Alpha Chi honor
society sponsor (and national officer), Bison and Petit Jean Sponsor

He became the Academic Dean (now called Provost) and was President Cliff
Ganus’s right hand man

He knew everyone’s name at graduation

He is in the Harding HOF and the NAIA athletics HOF

His father, L. E. Pryor was a Harding professor. When I interviewed former HU
president and Chancellor Emeritus Dr. Ganus, the first thing he mentioned about
him was his humility. He also mentioned that when Harding moved to Searcy,
they lived in a house where the GAC 1s now.
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HARDING COLLEGE, SEARCY, ARKANSAS, APRIL 7, 1936

INA WATERS IS
CHOSEN QUEEN
OF PETIT JEAN

Officially Crowned By
Huddleston At
Assembly

Is Annual Affair

Selected By Popular
Vote of Student
Body

Crowning of Ina Waters of
Alachua, Florida as Queen of the
Petit Jean, college yvear-book, un-
der auspices of the Petit Jean staff
took place Saturday, March 28 at
the chapel hour. Miss Waters was
the candidate selected by the Cava-
lier boys' gocial club and the final |
selection was made by popular vote
of the student body.

Other clubs to enter candidates
and their candidates were Sub-T-
16 club, Kathryn Mattox and
Koinonias, Allene Mitchell. These
candidates, with Louise Terry and
Nancy Gill, served as attendants
and the Queen was crowned by Clif-
ford Huddleston, president of the:

senior class.



m TNT had no queen in 1935-36



Robert Boyd
Joseph Pryor
Courtney Ryland

OFFICERS

President
Vice-President

Secretary-Treasurer

Joseph Pryor
Robert Boyd
Courtney Ryland

James D. Groves
Charles Paine
Glen Trent

William Bryant
W. F. Anderson, Jr
Norman Smith

Albert Trent
Kenneth Cox
George Ford

Rex Phwell
Jess Anderson
Clitford Cronin, Jr

DR. R. R. COONS
Sponsor



m  We saw jerseys earlier with the slanted letters. Now
we see an explosion (albeit with a few more clouds).

m Joseph Pryor VP



1936-1937

W. F. and Jess show off their
acquisitions of the past summer



m Jerseys with slanted T on both sides again. The guys
are wearing them, not the girls. (Compare to
previous year and possible queen)



Jess Anderson R. T. Clark E. G. Couch
William Bryant Hobart Ashby Rex Powell

W. F. Anderson James D. Groves Norman Smith
Joseph E. Pryor Don Cox Mack Greenway
George Ford Jimmy Patton Don Bentley
Clifford Cronin Lowe Hogan Malcolm Harrison

Jess Anderson
William Bryont
Clifford Cronin

OFFICERS
*
President

Vice-President

Secretary-Treasurer

R. R. COONS

Sponsor




Jess Anderson (charter member in absentia) is now president
Last year for R.R. Coons (and Joseph Pryor as a student)

I have been told that Mack Greenway was the first of 5 generations of
TNT members, but I cannot confirm that.

R.T. Clark later became a Harding professor and coach who had a
deep impact at Harding and on future TNT members although,
according to my research, he was never a sponsor.

F.T. Clark was also later inducted into the gIU Sports Hall of Fame

— Professor, space scientist, coach and athlete

- Instrumental in establishing the Harding cross-country and track
programs

— ?é)?gidered a top sprinter and long jumper as he competed in the
S

As Vice President of Research, R.T. Clark also participated in
Harding’s contribution to the Lunar Landing

(

). It 1s amazing to
me what this former TNT member did: he helped establish the Cross
Country and Track teams, was not only a professor but also a coach,
and helped man land on the moon.
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Clifford Cronin
Norman Smith
Lowe Hogan

R. T. Clark
Mack Greenway
Hobart Ashby

Ray Salners
Excell Berryhill
L. E. Pryor

William Stokes
Dan Spencer
Glen Trent

Delbert Harris
Elbert Harris
Richard Adams

OFFICERS
Clifford Cronin President
Norman Smith Vice-President
Lowe Hogan Secretary-Treasurer
\ s
" n?;f?
H. K. HECHENBLEIKNER —1-- N -I-

Sponsor




New sponsor for only 1 year
Mack Greenway (five generations)

Excell Berryhill (we see him later on as Secretary-Treasurer in a key year:
oldest constitution that we still have comes from that year even though
they had one the first year as described in the first article from the Bison.
Also TNT made an adjustment to explosion that year)

L.E. Pryor (maybe related to Joseph?)



TNT

Buck Harris Rosert OLivER
Bir Harris Larry Burraro
BiLr Stokes Scorr BLAnsETT
Dan SpencEr RoBerT James

Excerr BegrrymiL Jack MuLLaney
Don BentLEY KennerH Davis

OFFICERS

BiLi. Stokes 5 3 i . . 5 . Preadent
B Harris . . 5 ; g . Vice-President

Don BentLEY ; ' " 5 . Secretary-Treasurer

Mg. M. E. Berrymiry
Sponsor




Excell Berryhill — member

M. E. Berryhill — Sponsor (chair of Kinesiology department) (related to
Excel?)

Kenneth Davis — Long time chair of Music Department, Long time elder at
college church (also became a sponsor for rival Galaxy; for example, in
1961 he is mentioned as a Galaxy sponsor, in 1962 he is pictured as a
Galaxy sponsor, and in 1963 initiation for Galaxy is held at his house); You
probably know him better as Uncle Bud via the statue by the fountain in
front of Admin building

Variety of club: two early members (Joe Pryor and Kenneth Davis) that are
hugely important in Harding history but studied and taught what people
generally consider to be very different disciplines: Science and Music.

The photo on the left shows bricks on the sidewalk in the Front Lawn with
Sponsor M.E. (“Pinky”) Berryhill, member Kenneth Davis (Uncle Bud),
and future sponsor Leonard Kirke (1942-1945). Can you find this location?






m Early Constitution from 1939-1940
m Still had the extra clouds that the year book does not.



i _ wsishita Falls TX
INT club loge was designed and drawn by Ralph Stirman from Wichi

; p o of the
for an offical elub logo in 1940. This was on the back of ome O
os 4 hool year.
1irst group of jackets ordered by club members in the 1939-40 DE

s : . ; : : re oand collar.
Jackets were a little lighter blue with blue & White knit cuffs an

As I remember HARDING was also on the jackets in a semi circle above

the emblem,




m  We have had the same basic symbol since 1939/1940

m This one used for the jackets has the number of clouds that we still
currently use.

m Ralph Stirman from Wichita Falls, TX, designed the official logo in
the spring of 1940. He based it on the previous logo that had many
more clouds and the expanding TNT from the slanted-letter jerseys
and the TNT within the circle from 1938-1939.






The Explosion as it currently stands: it has been around since at
least 1940

Jackets with the explosion
New sponsor for three years

Excell Berryhill Secretary-Treasurer: which means this is the year
that we have a copy of the constitution. The year is not given on
the constitution, but his name 1s, as are the other officers.



OFFICERS

Excell Berryhill President
Lowell Farmer Vice-President
ntley Secretary-Treasurer
Neil B. Cope Sponsor

Excell Berryhill, Griffin C and, L | Farmer, Don
Bentley, Robert Cronin, Adrian Formby

Joe Whittemore, Virgil Bentley, Winston Neil, Floyd
Chubb, E. J. Gowin, Merton Jackson

Adair Chapman, Dorris Choate, Dennis Harris, Richard
Chandler, James McCorkle, Professor Neil B. Cope




m Excell Berryhill is now the President
m TNT symbol



N. B. Cope, Sponsor; Adrian Formby
Joe Whittemore, Claude Richardson

James McCorkle, Koy Cavin, Lester Williamson, Kay Cavin, Adair Chapman, Virgil Bentley.

Jim Lacy, Dean Lawyer, Joe McLaughlin, Neal Watson, Buddy Langston, Richard Chandler,

The T. N. T. Club spent the day at the “Old Mill" for their fall outing. The mill is
a part of the Lakewood section just north and east of Little Rock. In the evening they
went to the theater in Little Rock. Coffee and doughnuts and a good picture formed the
main part of their winter function and in the spring the group journeyed to Red Bluff.

Almost every one except the campus committee was sad when the T. N. T. mascot,
Dynamite, had to be sold. The boys bought Dynamite, a little kid, that is a goat, fully
intending to have a barbecue but after keeping him o few months they could not kill him.
His love for chewing ropes in two and then chewing hedges made it necessary to sell him.

When members leave the club they are honored by a warm send-off in good style.
The officers of the club for the year were president, Joe Whittemore; vice-president,
Virgil Bentley, and secretary-treasurer, Richard Chandler

The T. N. T. Club originated in 1933, abbreviating into its name the highest of ideals.




We start getting more information about what is happening:
Fall outing (function) at the Old Mill; Outings lasted all day

Spring function at Red Bluff (location in White County near Romance
and Floyd; more information is available a few pages later)

TNT mascot, Dynamite the goat. They planned to have a barbecue but
couldn’t bring themselves to do it.

A goat has become the traditional symbol on club week shirts and other
TNT-related products

If any of you become activities directors: Goat/Dynamite Function

where we do barbecue a goat? Maybe in the fall with a big bonfire?
Maybe at Red Bluff?



TNT's Visit Red
Bluff On Outing

TNT's and their dates lcft Sat-
urday morning at 6 o'clock for fied
Dluff, where they spent Lhe day.

Arriving ll:ere at 7 o'clock, the
new members cooked hot cakes and
coffee for breakfast.

At 9 o'clock they went on @ hike,

; returning about noon. The newly
s . initiated members prepared lunch,
inendine “slhimgullion,” =slaw, po-
tato chips. fruit salad, pickles, cern
! ’ ‘ : cakes, cookies, coffee, and tea.
The new members presented a

VOL. 15—NO. 10 HARDING COLLEGE, SEARCY. ARKANSAS  NOVEMBER 24, 1942 play: “The Three Little Pigs” di-
_ R . rected by Jimmy Keown.

Those who attended were:

Neal Buffalo,Carrie Dendy, Rich-
ard Chandler, Evelyn Sims, Robert
Collins, Dorothy Brown, William
Collins, Gladys Walden, Kenneth
Callicott, Mildred Chapman, Clovis
Crawford. Elma Cluck, Richard
Fisher, Pollv Cannon, Adrian Form-
by, Mary Lewell Carroll, James
Keown, Sue Chandler, Vernon
Lawyer, Vester Densmore, Virgil
T.awver, Thelda Healy, Bob Neill,
Margaret Jane Sherrill, Claunde
Tichardson. Claudia Pruett, Lloyd
Wheeler, Bonnie Bergner, Joe
Whittemore.

The chaperones were Miss Edith-
lyn Thompson and Professor Leon-
ard Kirk.




Slumgullion was a frequent dish for TNT functions as we will see
later.

The new members provided some of the entertainment.

For functions, members and their dates were always listed in the
Bison in the past.



1942-1943: First clear

mention of T.N.T.’s Queen:
Wanda Luttrel

—Fttendant

WANDA LUTTREL

Los Componeras

hia
NOMINEee

She was not Queen of the Petit Jean, but she was the T. N. T. nominee.



m This is the earliest reference that I have found as to who the TNT
queen definitely was. There were queens before this, and we know
within 4 girls who the first queen probably was, but Wanda Luttrel 1s
the first definite TNT queen that we have a record of.

m According to this site:
https://scholarworks.harding.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1126&c

ontext=hubulletins

m She came back to Harding as a Speech Teacher in 1953



T.N.T. A,

OFFICERS %
Richard Chandler - - - - - President ‘ ’
Joe Whittemore - - - - - Vice-President @

%

Kenneth Callicott - - - - Secretary-Treasurer ﬁ

Leonard Kirk - - - - - - Sponsor

Harding College had o treat in store for them when the T.N.T. Club decided on their
project for this year. On the east side of the campus, right at the edge of the track field
the members built a barbecue pit. Many good times will be had there in the future years

The T.N.T.’s have as their motto “Trustworthiness, Noble ldeals, and Tact.” Their
colors are blue and white and they have jackets of the same

In the fall the members and their guests went to Red Bluff for their big outing of the
year. The Legion Hut was the scene of a real Cowboy Party during the winter term. This
spring they hiked to a near-by spot for their outing

George Knepper, Joe Whittemore, Virgil Bentley, Adrion Formby
Charles Holt, Claude Richardson, Richard Chaondler, James Keown
Bill Collins, Neal Buffaloe, Lloyd Wheeler, Virgil Lawyer, Robert Collins, Vernon Lowyer
Leon Huddleston, Kenneth Callicott, Bobby Neill, Clovis Crawford, Richard Fisher, Leonard Kirk

g ol




Club project for year: TNT built a barbecue pit

2017-2018 TNT member and SA president Dakota Ellis: the
barbecue, fire pits, hammock poles, and the Gin Creek Park area
were his doing

TNT has been helping campus to have “many good times” for decades
TNT motto: Trustworthiness, Noble Ideals, Tact
First mention of Virgil and Vernon Lawyer.

Blue and White are the official colors listed. They had Jackets this year as
well.

New Sponsor: Leonard Kirk. First of 3 years



1943-1944: TNT Queen
Wanda Jo Bland




m Apparently we liked girls named Wanda since this
1s the second year in a row with one as our queen.



Y

OFFICERS
il Lawyer - - President
ice-President

T 15 Secretary-Treasurer
Prof. Leonard Kirk

Sponsor

The T. N. T.'s did their part to keep up Harding social life in spite of difficulties.
¥ entertained the members and dates at a Southern Colonial dinner on February 18.

project for the year was placing tables in the music studio of Godden Hall to be
by various clubs for their parties. The T. N. T. club was organized in 1933 and

ted into its name the highest of ideals. They have as their motto, “Trustworthi-
Noble ideals and Tact.”

" Blue and white, the club colors, are displayed in their rev le jackets.

h Callicott, Lloyd Wheeler, William Collins, Clovis Crawford, Richard Chandler
Lawyer, Leon Huddleston, Robert Collins, William Clay Harris
‘Helsten, Colis Campbell, Dewitt Garrett, Jr.. James Willett




Virgil Lawyer President
Reversible Jackets

William Clay Harris (Cousin to the great uncle of sponsor
Whit Jordan)



William Collins
J. C. Davidson
Prewitte Copeland
Robert Helsten

Douglas Lawyer
Lloyd Wheeler
Earl Bowman
Dewitt Garrett, Jr

Colis Campbell
Clovis Crawford
Robert Collins
Vernon Lawyer

Forest Moyer
Paul Kiihnl
John Cannon
Frank Curtis

Leonard Kirk
Virgil Lawyer
James Willett
Louie Ward




m Early on, T. N. T. usually had periods (but not always: cf. 1934 Petit Jean)



TJbe Bison

PLAY HARD
and
PLAY FAIR

HARDIN(. cousm: SEARC’{ ARKANSAS LT

OCTOBER 3 1945

Dr. Pryor Chosen
T.N.T. Sponsor

Last Friday night the T. N. T. social
club selected, by acclamation, Dr. Joseph
Pryor as their new club sponsor.

Leonard Kirk who has been the T.
N. T. sponsor for the past few years,
did not return this year.

Dr. Pryor has been connected with
the club for more than ten years, four
years as an active member and until
this year as an honorary member,



m Here it says 4 years as an active member, but
it may have only been three.



JOE PRYOR, Sponsor

C. Campbell
J. Willett
D. Garrett

- D. Lawyer
OFFICERS J. Harris
Frank Curtis President H. Ewing
Vernon Lawyer Vice-President ¢, Draper
Prewitte Copeland Secretary-Treasurer S i
Dewitt Garrett Reporter Bob Collins

Joe Pryor Sponsor P. Copeland
Bill Collins
B. Harris, R. Ramsey, Fulton Curtiss, J. Webb, E. Davis, C. Draper,
Frank Curtis
Virgil Lawyer, B. Helsten, L. Wheeler, C. Lewis, F. Moyer, Vernon
wyer, John Cannon

h

A; -A_q'n




First year having Joe Pryor back as sponsor (previous sponsors had only stayed

1-4 years. He stayed for decades and helped maintain the strength and morals of
the club).

That year he was also Petit Jean Sponsor (Petit Jean sponsor for many years)
His editor was Bessie Mae who was also the Petit Jean Queen.
Joe Pryor proposed to her at the TNT outing that Spring.

He was heavily involved in TNT for many years and at least partially involved
for as many as 50 years. He died 10/27/2006.

Deacon and elder at College Church of Christ according to 2007 Petit Jean
B. Harris (cousin to Whit’s great uncle)
Virgil and Vernon Lawyer

This year had 2 of the most influential people in TNT’s history: Dr. Joe
Pryor and Virgil Lawyer (Dr. Joe was a VP as a student and the first long
time sponsor; first pledge in Searcy) (Virgil Lawyer was a President and
sponsor. He was influential in getting Zeta Rho as our sister club and
making sure the club did not disband when it had so few members by
actively recruiting the best men on campus, but that is in another 15 years
when he 1s back as a sponsor; compare to Cavaliers in the early 1960s)



y Lawyer
arris
Moyer

» Pryor

Joe E. Pryor
Sponsor

B. Miller, J. Miller
. . Lawyer Mowrer, B, Harris, B,

s, R. O'Brien

Nor Picvomgn: €. Draper, D, Johns . Campbell, J. Wobb, ). Marris, J. Willent




m President: Vernon Lawyer

m VP: Billy Harris (cousin to the great uncle of
sponsor Whit Jordan)



FOREST MOYER
MAX MOWRER
DICK SMITH
JOE PRYOR

I NUNI.

OFFICERS

President
Vice-President
Seeretary-Treasurer
Sponsor

. Beck, E. Catterton
D. Collins, B. Curtis

. Harris, D. Johnson
J. Lawyer, B. Miller

M. Mowrer, L. Nichols
G. Sexson, C. Waller

i. Wilkerson, C. Campbell
K. Cavin, L. Crutchfield

. Fisher, L. Huddleston
D. Lawyer, J. Miller

. Moyer, R. O'Brien
D. Smith, B. Martin




Burl Curtis: Whit Jordan Interviewed him. He knew Bill and Jack Harris, relatives of Whit Jordan. He was a
domestic missionary and preacher for many years and was still writing biblical articles well into his 80s.

3 generations, each with 2 people in TNT

1. Jack Harris: (Sponsor Whit Jordan’s Great Uncle) and his cousin of Bill Harris were both in TNT (Jack and
Mary Ann Harris’s son was Lee Harris whose cousin is Lee Whitaker)

2. Lee Harris and his cousin Lee Whitaker (Sponsor Whit Jordan’s uncle) were both in TNT
3. Whit Jordan and his brother Peter Jordan were both in TNT (but were not cousins).

This is not unique and we are not the family with the most members in TNT. We don’t even have any queens that
I am aware of in our family. Many families have several generations in TNT because fathers, grandfathers, uncles,
etc., have enjoyed their time in TNT and become better men because of TNT.

My prayer is that your time in TNT is a blessing to you. M%/ prayer is that dyoulr brothers in TNT help you grow
spiritually. My prayer is that you are devoted to them and they are devoted to you in brotherly love and that you
honor one another above yourselves. My prayer is that you spur one another on to have greater spiritual fervor
and to serve the Lord more fully. My prayer 1s that you rejoice together and that you mourn together. When you
are getting married, people in this Cﬁlg and this cohort may be standing by your side. I stood by my club brothers
and they stood by me in our weddings. When you lose someone close to you, people in this club and this cohort
may be standing by your side. I lost my firstborn son after college and while still a student, a club brother lost his
father. In both cases, TNT brothers were with us. I pray that you invest in your brothers because the more you put
in, the more you will get out. Your cup will run over.

My prayer is that God uses TNT to help develop leaders and servants for His kingdom despite our many flaws.
We are sinners in need of the redemption that God offers us through the blood of Jesus. In spite of those
shortcomings, my prayer is that God can still use you like He has used other TNTers. People like Burl Curtis,
Carroll Trent, or Lyndal Dale who were preachers or ministers. People like Virgil Lawyer, Arlin Hendrix, or Mark
Woodward who were missionaries. People like Joe Pryor and Kenneth Davis who were elders. People like Joe
Pryor or Lee Whitaker who were deacons. People like Joel Johnson (one of my resource members, now called
blue crew) and Travis McNeal (former TNT sponsor [2011-2021]) who have run Christian camps such as Camﬁ/I
Tahkodah. People like Trice Taylor, Kenneth Davis, or David White (current sponsor) who were song leaders. fy
grayer is that when you are grown, you will want your children and those you love most to also have that kind o
lessing and that they too can find it in TNT.

If you become a father and have a newborn son in your arms, or if you are a father and are sending your son away
to college, I pray that based on your experiences in TNT, you can feel confident that your son will also cultivate
the fruit of the Spirit if he were in TNT as well.



1948-1949

Club Jackets for all clubs




m All clubs had jackets.



174

President
Vice President
Secretary-Treas.
Sponsor

Sponsoring Bro. Ritchie in chapel
Fall outing at Red Bluff

Regular housecleaning at fish pond

F N

Douglas Lawyer
Cecil Beck
Burl Curtis

Dr. Joe Pryor

First Row: D. Wilkerson, J. Anderson, C. Waller, D. Curtis, J. Wallis, C. Beck,

C. Campbell, G. Meurer, J. Lawyer.
Second Row: T. Taylor, L. Werner, E. Wilkerson, J. Harris, E. Menes.

Third Row: M. Mowrer, D. Collins, D. Smith, K. Istre, Dr. Joe Pryor, sponsor,

D. Lawyer, L. Beauchamp, [. Linn, E. Billingsley.
Not Pictured: B. Curtis, D. Fisher, G. Sexson, L. Massey, L. Nichols.




Outing at Red Bluff
Service Project: Cleaning the fishpond (helping campus)

Cecil Beck VP: in charge of HU intramural sports for many years
and sponsor for a few years

Burl Curtis: Secretary-Treasurer

Trice Taylor was another TNTer that I interviewed. He visited
campus on September 18, 2018 after having been away for nearly
70 years. Current TNT members welcomed him.

Jack Harris 1s a member
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| (Editor's note: This story was Helen “Nalve" Nave: Emil
. unedited, and the words, spelling, ’ “Brute” Menes, Valey “Texas"
phrasing, and etc. are those of|l Horton: Coy *Vergile” Camp-
the writer.) bell, Joy “Photo” Mannschreck;
The T. N. T. 's and pledges e r \\ n A John “Butch” Anderson, Norma
made their annual explosion at 3 T Ts xp e ' “Smiley" Sledge;: Burl “Carpen
led Bluff Monday, Nov 21. This i ler” Curtis, Mary “Fugey" Hayse,
Lowell “Bo Champ' Beauchamp,

was featured by energetic pled-
pes racing down the bluff to see
who could be first to retrive the
rolled over

ball that accidentally
the cliff. The groups Ilovk &
sight-seeing tour in the morn-

ing and several chose to do the
Dare Devil stunt, teeter on Teet-
ering Rock,

The Menue consisted of New's
sandwiches, apple salad, and a
Mexican dish delux. Ice cream
and cookies were devoured Ior'
desert, The drinks were a potent |
T. N. T. mixture of Pepsi Cola
and Ginger Ale. H20 was used
| for a chaser. (Dirt chaser, thal!l
| 1s.)

After noon hikes were taken |
across the cotten plantations and: f
to the unique T. N. T. Water|g
Falls, Camp fire intertainment
was provided by Grover Sexson
imitating a cat and dog fight and | l
calling the farmers milk (‘ows.'
(Think the farmer might resent
that, Coy7—Ed.)

Club members and their dalen

Bt 4w ou s

-

~—

Red Bluff Oufing

by Coy V. Campbell
TNT Social Editor

R o~ ik

Club members and their da!es!

were: Ceeil “Doc” Beck, Nancy'
“School girl” Perry: Ken “Big
ugly Frenchman” Istre, Sally |
“Not so bad” Chesshir, Grover |
“Arkie” Sexson, Joe "Qpiko:"i
Wehh: Don “Spankis® Wilkmqnn_

Benson;
Patty
NCANTE
“Iwanta™

“Touch me not"

“T.D." Morrow,
Mattox; Eldon
Barbara

‘Lois
Dick
“Vessa"
i| Billingsly,
Mans.
Jack “Monkey"” Mitchel,
“Muscles” McCullough; Alfred!
“Counselor” Terman, Barbara
i1 “Peaches” Bailey; Bil! “Look, I've
arrived” Sherrill, Ann “Sly”
Cunningham; Don “Ya wanta
fight” Morse, Joan “Hoilywood"”
Smith; Herb “Yankie" Dean,
Jenel “Grey Gables” Bennett; Al
“Rat’ Race” Poteete, Dolly “Bal- |
boa" Clark; Wayne ‘“Shorty”
Lewis, Margaret “Me too' Mc-
Niel; Raybourn “Mine” Orr,
' Dorris  “Glenwood” Straughn;
| Harry “Tiny" Webster, Maxine
“Poisn Ivy" ' Richesin: Justin
“Boot” Camp, Dorthy “Forget me
| not” Tulloss.

| Sponsers were Dr. and

o

Edna

| Mrs.
{ Joe “Just don't care” Pryor. Greg
| “Speedy” Rhodes was cab driver
fand fire keeper.

~ NOVEMBER 26, 1949



First mention of TNT Water Falls at Red Bluff (near Floyd
and Romance, Arkansas).

Later, everyone would get pledge names. It seems that for this
function, they gave everyone function names.
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m For decades, no one knew where TNT Water Falls were located.
Everyone assumed it was somewhere at Petit Jean because there i1s a Red
Bluff there (and also along the Buffalo River). However, TNT Water
Falls were actually much closer, here in White County.

m Red Bluff is located on the river Bayou Des Arc. The River was dammed
in 1984 to form Lake Barnett. TNT Falls 1s now probably under a lake.
To find the falls, you might have to scuba dive.

m “The lake's most prominent landmark 1s Red Bluff, a 150-
foot rock formation jutting high above the water at mid-lake
on the north shore. In the shadow of the bluff 1s another
fascinating geological anomaly, a tall "chimney" of layered
rocks standing like a watchtower above the lake.”
(https://www.agfc.com/en/zone-map/fishing-map/526/)



INTF



This 1s not necessarily a challenge, but if you would like to relive some
cherished TNT history, here are three options (based on what you have
access to), but all of them require you to have a Podna, which is a fellow
TNT brother, in memory of Russell “Podna” Clifford who saved Pete
“Legs” Nash from drowning (see below for more information on Podna).

a) Re-discover the original TNT Falls (or go there once it is found) with
your Podna (partner)

b) Paddle or boat across Red Bluff (from TNT Falls II to The
Watchtower) with your Podna (partner)

c) You and your Podna (partner) both catch a fish on Lake Barnett



Trice Taylor returns to Harding
after nearly 70 years.

Y i




m Trice Taylor wanted to meet with his brothers in TNT. He also
wanted to get back in touch with others from his time, brothers
he had not seen in nearly 70 years. Compare that to the club
song.



NT's, a group of athletic fellows with one

"nut" each year, always have a stag outing.

@ occasions they serve the exclusive TNT

im gullion. Latona was the favored place

r, and lafer they took their dates on an

jo Petit Jean. On one of their outings to
f discovered TNT Falls.

members of the club are in foreign

and the TNT project this year was

srting goods for the schools in Japan.

Dr. |. @. program given on one of the

OFFICERS

was especially enjoyed by those Bosaidart < CECIL BECK

[perticipants who won from two fo twenty  vico precident . - . . . . . BURL CURTIS
[ondymmh) Secretary-Treasurer - - - - COY CAMPBELL

B9 fow: Jutin Camp, Raybourn Orr, Don Morie, James Lynn, Wayne Lewis, Al Poteete, Eidon Billingsley.

gow: Joe Pryor (sponsor), Burl Curtis, John Anderson, Trice Taylor, Joe Nichols, Dean Curtis, Dick Marrow,

il Menes, Elmer Gathright, Kenneth lstre. Bottom row: Cecil Beck, Coy Campbell, Bill Sherrill, Lowell Beau
jmp, Grover Sexson. Not pictured: Herb Dean, Alired Turman, Don Wilkerson, Jack Mitchell




TNT dish: slum gullion
Outing at Petit Jean even though we left Morrilton years ago.
Outing at Red Bluff with TNT Falls.

Members in mission field (Virgil Lawyer established a Christian University in Japan, for
example, but they might not be referring specifically to that)

Burl Curtis was a preacher for many years and was still writing Biblical articles in his 80s.
TNT sent sporting goods to Japan

President: Cecil Beck. He would later return to Harding as the intramural sports director.
During his years as a student, club sports was virtually non-existent. When he came back as
Intramural director, he established a club division which became the most popular and robust
part of intramural sports.

VP: Burl Curtis
(No Jack Harris)

1949-°50 Student Handbook: “Each club will be allowed two functions each, to which dates are
invited” [there was no “third function which shows up for the first time in 1956-57]. 5.
Outings to Petit Jean may leave at 5:00 a.m. — others not before 7:00 a.m.” This seems to be
why TNT kept going back to Morrilton and Petit Jean for years and years after the move to
Searcy. By oin% there, they could get an early start on their outing. In the 1953-1954 student
handbook, the 1954-1955 student handbook, the 1955-1956 student handbook, and the student
1956-1957 handbook, outings to Petit Jean were allowed to leave at 6:00 a.m. whereas all
others were not allowed to leave until 7:00 a.m. This includes the first year that the third
function was allowed (1956-1957), but the followinig year, 1957-1958, Petit Jean no longer
receives a special mention (but third functions are allowed).

I interviewed both Burl Curtis and Trice Taylor. Trice explained that the “nut” was just someone
who was not very athletic. Trice was not on the function that discovered TNT Falls, and Burl
did not remember it, but he seemed to be behind the main group. There was apparently a stream
that they had to cross that proved difficult for some people and their dates.



President ....... . Deax Curmis
Vice-president Esie Mexes
Secretary-treasurer ...................... Pavr Gross
Reporter ........... AL PoreeTe
Sponsor. . B Dr. Joe Pryor

BEING the only club on campus that has two outings, instead
of one outing and a banquet, the TNT’s started the year of
with a bang with their first outing at Red Bluff on November
6. The main events of the day were trekking up to TNT Falls
and eating the TNT special “slum gulley.” Long to be remem-
bered is the night they spent in room 226 of Armstrong Hall
drinking black French coffee. It seems as though the boys
had a stag outing planned but got rained out. Being outdoor
boys the TNT’s naturally selected a project that would keep
them outdoors, Their annual project is cleaning out the fish
Fl‘l”[l.

was in a hurry to go home

Bill Sherrill, Paul Gross, Herb Dean, Dr. Joe Pryor (sponsor),
an, Alfred Poteete, Elmer Gathright. Second Row: Jack Lawyer, Jack
fom MeCoy, Dean Curtis, Homer Gathright, M. B. amp, Don Rusk,
B ot pictured: John Anderson, Wayne Lewis, Emil Menes, Don Morse,
ol Weldon Faulk, Mack Harness, Douglas Reese Jack Spates, Grover




For more information on outings versus banquets, see
Student Handbook 1962-63 (quoted in the notes on the
1962-63 Zeta Rho Petit Jean page)

TNT Falls, slum gulley

Black French Coffee in Armstrong 226 (is anyone in
TNT there this year?)

Service project: Fish pond

(Jack Harris is back)



TNT

President eeeeee—-— Elmer Gathright

Vice President ______ . —-ww--- Bobby Camp

Secretary-Treasurer ~-—--- Roland Gathright
SOODIOE oscianaiaa Joseph E. Pryor

Standing
s, Joo Pryor, Don Johnsion, Bebb
Not Pictured: Troy

Petit Jean Queen nominee, Juanita Walton,
alected Queen.

Fall suting at Red Blufi.

Spring outing at Petit Jean.

Spaghetti supper at the Pryor's.

New club jackets purchased.

Project: Erecting bulletin board in front of
the Student Center.




First time the Queen is mentioned with the club: Juanita Walton:
clected Queen of Petit Jean

Red Bluff, Petit Jean
Jackets

Bulletin board (we did this a lot. A whole lot). Student center was
the Ganus Building.

Picture in bottom left is at the Pryor’s house (now where Mclnteer
Building stands). The Dean’s office (currently Monte Cox) was the
living room.



Gene Ralney

Kyls Carnes _ R —— R——

Bobby Keni Coldiron ... . e Becrelary-Treasurer
Sponsors . N Dr. Joa Pryor, Clovis Crawford

Pledge Initiation.

Christmass Party at Pryor's Home,
Cowboy Party at Legion Hut.
Hamburger Party at Sid's Cafe.

Project: Wayne Lewis Scholarship.

BACK ROW: Joe Pryor, Bobby Coldiron. Gene Ralney, Roger
Bond. Alwin Burford. Ned Hil. FRONT ROW: Jim Tultlelon.
Dick Calil!. James Linn, Kyle Carnes. NOT PICTURED: Elmer
Gathright, Jim Blanseit, Roy Risley, Clovis Crawford,




First mention 1n yearbook, but not Bison, of initiation

In Pryor’s home (this year and many, many years for meetings,
events, etc.)

Function theme: Cowboy
Queen not included

In the 1954-1955 Student Handbook: “Initiations must be held on
regular club nights during regular club hours, and with the club
sponsor present.” Though pledging activities seem to have
extended well beyond the initiation.

President: Gene Rainey



FIRST ROW: Fred Reimer, Bob Blake, Gene Rainey, Barbara Richards, Bob Waggoner, Lavern
Moore. SECOND ROW: Cecil Beck, Bob Claunch, Eugene Bailey, Walt Gilfilen, David Rhodes,
THIRD ROW: Jerry Brodrick, Dick Coxsey, Herman Alexander, Joe Glover, Joe Pryor. NOT
PICTURED: John Anderson.

Gene Rainey . i vivceees President
Bob Waggoner i ) Vice-President
Lavern Moore ariene wieener. Secretary-Treasurer
Joe Pryor, Cecil Beck ................. rreeeressensenns CO-Spomsors

ON THE NIGHT of Febraury 5, all faithful TNT
members turned into cowboys and took their “gals"”
to a party at the “TNT Ranch,” alias the Legion Hut.
In their natural characters members enjoyed three
other social events — a Hamburger party at Cecil
Beck's home, a party honoring the club given by Dr.
Joe Pryor, and one held in the Emerald Room Feb-
ruary 1. April 19 was the date, and Camp Tahkodah
the scene of their spring outing, and Camp Wylde-
wood the lodging for the night at their initiation cere-
mony. Purchasing badly needed song books for
vesper services in Armstrong Hall was their project
for the year.




TNT Ranch (Legion Hut cowboy function)
Initiation was at Wyldewood (there for many years)
Cecil Beck back as Sponsor

Queen again and from here through 1958, then again from
1963,1964, 1967 on

President: Gene Rainey. He was the first member to be elected
president twice.



First row: Cecil Beck, Welborn Hayhurst, Bill Dayton, Bob Claunch, Jane Sutherlin, Dave Darrah, John Pryor, Dr. Joe Pryor. Sécond
row: Lawrence Barclay, Bob Blake, Jim Shurbet, Glenn Parrish, Lester Parmenter, Ronald Harrist, Neal Reeves, Dick Coxsey. Third
row: Jerry Pearson, Buster Glover, D. L. McEntire, Jerry Broderick, Walt Gilfilen, Ken Getter, Cecil Alexander, Eugene Bailey, Jim
Ellis. Not pictured: Fred Riemer, Harold Norwood, Herman Alexander, Joe Glover,

TNT

Herman Alexander President
Cecil Alexander Vice President
Eugene Bailey Secretary-Treasurer
Walt Gilfilen Reporter
Dr. Joe Pryor and Mr. Cecil Beck Sponsors

Hot dogs (and tired dogs) climax TNT outing.

The TNT’s featured a “bucking horse” at
their annual banquet which is traditionally
western style — being held this year during
“Round-up Time.” The Legion Hut was the scene
of the “shindig” on March 3. Pledge-masters had
quite a task on their hands to keep track of fifteen
new pledges during that week of pledging, and
Hobo Island provided a good place for the informal
initiation. Parties and stag outings furnished fun
and entertainment during the year, a special date
outing to Petit Jean Park was an event of April
18. The TNT’s project for the year was the dona-
tion of an outdoor bulletin board for posting
notices concerning intramural sports,




Cowboy function at Legion Hut
Pledge masters and 15 pledges
At Petit Jean again

Project: Bulletin Board

Student Handbook 1954-1955:

“Initiations must be held on regular club nights during regular club
hours, and with the club sponsor present” but this did not mean that
pledging activities were limited to that time frame.

President: Herman Alexander



TNT Erect Sports
Bulletin Board

Bob Claunch ..
Walt Gilfilen
Fred Riemer
Glenn Parish ..
Buster Glover T R
Harold Norwood and
John Townsdin
Cecil Beck and
Dy 