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■ Sixth Edition.
■ Why does TNT exist? What is its meaning or purpose?
■ Although the club has not and does not always live up to the lofty standard 

that it sets for itself, the purpose of TNT is to help college students, to help 
boys, become men of God. We strive to serve in His kingdom.

■ We do that together. TNT is bigger than any one person. It is not all about 
you. I hope that you consider it an honor and a privilege to be a part of this 
club, this brotherhood.

■ This is my humble attempt to further the cause of inspiring TNTers to stir 
one another up to love and service to God.

■ Note: Odd slides have content, even slides are my notes on the content.
■ Credit: Doc. Archives and Special Collections at the Brackett Library for 

Petit Jean and The Bison. Interviews with countless people as noted. 
Student Handbooks found in the library. History lessons that I had with 
former TNT sponsors. Susan Pryor Hodges (daughter of sponsor Dr. Joe 
Pryor). Historical TNT documents such as constitutions, Historians’ photo 
albums, photo albums from anniversary reunions. Etc. 

■ While I am indebted to and thankful for so many who have helped me 
compile this TNT History Book, any omissions, errors, and mistakes are 
mine.



Objectives

The objectives of club week in general and these history lessons in 
particular are to help the initiates…

■ Gain a better understanding of the tradition of the club

■ While striving to reach new heights

■ Through working together



■ -Past, Present, Future; philosophical questions.
■ -We have this focus because it helps us understand better what is 

happening during club week, why we do different activities, and what the 
purpose is (the end goal). The tradition of the club helps us understand 
part of where we come from. We also have a “cloud of witnesses” that are 
brothers in Christ and (less importantly) brothers in blue. The devotion 
that members show to one another through working together is part of the 
answer of why we are here. We will also discuss the destination, the new 
heights, to which we are striving. This will touch on where we are going.

■ -These are not, however, isolated questions. Looking at the past 
(tradition), we can find examples of devotion to one another as members 
worked together to become more like Jesus (the ultimate new height). 
These will also help show members who they are and who they can 
become.

■ -According to various philosophers, some of the most basic, fundamental, 
important philosophical questions are these: Who am I? Where did I 
come from? Why am I here? Where am I going? In the Bible, 
God provides us with answers that are simple enough that a kid 
can grasp the principle but also so profound that the greatest 
thinkers and philosophers still wrestle with the concepts. These 
are the same philosophical questions that we wrestle with in 
regards to TNT.



PART I:
IMPORTANT FACTS 

AND PRACTICE



■ This is general information that all members should 
know.



General Facts

Volunteer to tell me

■ The club verse

■ The club symbol

■ T. N. T. (what it stands for)

■ (The lenses through which to view activities during club week)

Everyone

■ Club Song



■ Club Verse: Romans 12:10-11 (NIV 1984): Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in 
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.

■ Club Symbol: the TNT explosion

■ T. N. T. = Trustworthiness, Noble Ideals, Tact

■ (Lenses through which to view club week activities: Tradition, New 
Heights, Together [See objectives slide]): this one is not as relevant as the 
others after club week.

■ The club song reflects the club because it reflects many of the same 
values that are important to the club. These values, however, are not 
important because they are connected to TNT. They are important because 
they connect with Christian virtues. Even though club week is no longer 
called pledge week, it is still appropriate that throughout our time in TNT 
and beyond we continually pledge our devotion to one another, to love for 
one another, and to honor one another, all ideas found in the song. Those 
characteristics are seen throughout Scripture, including the first half of our 
club verse: "Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one 
another above yourselves..."



The Explosion: Which ones to 
use?

A. B. C.

D. E.



The Explosion
■ A: This is the TNT Explosion from the 1943 yearbook. It is the standard for 

all TNT Explosions. Ralph Stirman from Wichita Falls, TX, designed the 
official logo in the spring of 1940. He based it on the previous logo that had 
many more clouds and the expanding TNT from the slanted-letter jerseys 
and the TNT within the circle from 1938-1939. This is a good explosion.

■ B: Since the 1943 yearbook explosion (A.) was a small file size, this is that 
same explosion, but in a more modern format. It is a brighter blue. This is a 
good explosion. (Created in 2022)

■ C: The 1943 explosion (A.) and the modern, updated 1943 explosion (B.) 
both have unsmoothed lines. This explosion is truer to the color of the 1943 
explosion, but it also smooths out the lines for a sharper look. This is a good 
explosion, and maybe the best for use in the computer age. (Created in 2024 
by Tucker Bartch)

■ D: This explosion was created in about 2005. It is a good TNT explosion. 
The one word of caution is that where the clouds shoot out from the circle is 
inconsistent. Some of them have an extra line along the circle.

■ E:  This explosion was created in about 2014. It is flawed. The letters TNT 
should expand outward in all directions, but in this explosion, the letters are 
flat along the bottom. Avoid this explosion if possible.



Dynamite the Goat



Dynamite the Goat

■ In the 1941-1942 school year, TNT members bought a goat and 
named him Dynamite. They planned to have a barbecue but 
couldn’t bring themselves to do it.

■ Since then, Dynamite has been TNT’s mascot

■ Other later TNT members have also bought goats and named 
them Dynamite

■ These graphics came around in about the 2010s (when it became 
increasingly more common to talk about the GOAT, greatest of 
all time, of different fields, sports, etc.)



Club Song

Listen

Listen and Sing



■ William “Doc” Hollaway composed the words and music for this song, our 
official club song, at the request of members in the club from that time 
period. The copyright date is 1974.

■ Doc wrote the club song in February of 1974. He was a professor in the 
Music Department and would later serve as chair of the Music Department.

■ Unofficial club song by Acapella: “Be Devoted” which begins with “Carry 
each others’ burdens” also includes the club verse 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Mf9giOuPc8)

■ Other unofficial club song: TNT by ACDC 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pR30knJs4Xk)

■ Some of the unique things that Doc has done for the club include 
composing the club song. In addition, he also composed an Opera about 
TNT entitled "Oh, Pledge," "A Blue and White Rag," and a special Cantata 
about fellow TNT sponsor and the Dean of Harding College, Dr. Joe Pryor 
“Hello Dr. Joe,” performed in chapel on February 24, 1976 (and/or maybe 
1981). This final piece is a legacy that he left not only to TNT but also 
to the university. Another piece that he wrote for the university which was 
played first at the most recent Presidential Inauguration and since then at 
every commencement and graduation exercise was “Variants on the Alma 
Mater” (2013). See the Appendix for some of his other compositions.





■ When William “Doc” Hollaway wrote the song, a couple TNT members were far 
away having been drafted for the Vietnam War.

■ According to Doc...
■ Jay Trotter (from Independence, Missouri) and Ken Dowdy (from Huntsville, 

Alabama) were both drafted in the very last military draft in December of 1972, 
in the middle of their sophomore year, and both served for two years before 
returning to Harding.

■ Ken Dowdy served his time in a military hospital in Pennsylvania; Jay Trotter 
served his time at an army base in Germany. Doc wrote the club song in February 
of 1974, and had these two in his mind when he wrote it. Ken Dowdy later was a 
TNT president and Spring Sing Host.

■ Doc also likes to mention a TNT brother from a later time who also served in the 
military as one who is worth remembering as one of "our brothers far away”:

■ Brad Lawing came to Harding from Lewisville, Texas, in the fall of 2001 and 
enlisted in the national guard to make money for college. He was halfway 
through his sophomore year when his unit was mobilized and sent to Iraq in 
2003. He was wounded in a firefight with insurgents. He had just stepped out to 
return fire when he was hit by an exploding grenade. He was showered with 
shrapnel from the grenade. Eight of the nine fragments that caused wounds were 
removed. One in his brain remains because surgical removal would be too 
dangerous. He spent some months in the Walter Reed Hospital near Washington, 
D.C. He and his wife spent some time here in Searcy while he recovered enough 
to return to school. He and half his 47 man platoon received purple hearts.

■ These few are only a small sample of the total number of men from TNT who 
have also served in the military, the ROTC, etc.



PART II: TNT HISTORY 
IN THE BISON AND 

PETIT JEAN



■ Using excerpts from the Bison newspaper and pages from 
the Petit Jean yearbook, we will be able to get a glimpse into 
what it was like during the earliest years of the club.





■ TNT’s establishment as reported by the Bison on October 24, 1933. It was founded “last week” 
(10/24 was a Tuesday, so it was sometime between 10/15 and 10/21). It mentions sponsor and 
officers (also in year book). 

■ As reported in the next edition of the Bison, Jess Anderson was a charter member but was not 
on campus when the club was chartered. In this addition, it is reported that he and his sister left 
campus to visit their brother who was ill. They left on Wednesday. Thus, it seems as if he and 
the other charter members talked about establishing the club before Wednesday but that the 
official establishment was Wednesday or after. Therefore, TNT was most likely founded 
sometime between Wednesday, October 18th, 1933, and Saturday, October 21st, 1933.

■ Quota: all clubs had a specific number of members that they could not go over. Originally this 
number was very low (TNT and Sub-T both have 15 in the yearbook that year, but Cavaliers has 
24), but as Harding grew, so did the clubs. 

■ Charter members: Roy Ruckman, Waldon Gardner, Cleo Scott (though he is not in the Petit 
Jean for the first year), Arvil Smith, Geo. [George] Ford, Carroll Trent, Glen Trent. 
Additionally, although not mentioned here and not present at the final 
organization, Jess Anderson gets credit for being a charter member.

■ First trash talk
■ (Unrelated to TNT: March 21, 1929: newspaper changed from Skeeter to Bison according to 

1929 Petit Jean)
■ There were only 3 men’s clubs at the time (TNT, Sub-T, and Cavaliers). On page 4 of that 

edition, it mentions that the Cavaliers had already had their second initiation of the year. 
Activities included being mum and “riding a goat,” and wearing a ribbon.

■ Also in this issue, Cavaliers challenged Sub-T to a softball game. Club sports were not 
organized. Other organizations had more competition such as freshman, sophomore, junior, and 
senior classes (plus faculty) or people from different states (class sports results are in this issue, 
for example).





■ Mentions 8 charter members (Jess Anderson gets credit even though he was not mentioned in the first Petit 
Jean article. They got back after the week had ended, so we cannot narrow down the timeframe any more. It 
looks like their brother improved, though, so that is good). 

■ First New Cohort (pledge/induction class): Charles Paine, Robert Boyd, Horace Baker.  Joel Dorsey about to 
be initiated.

■ Cleo Scott (charter member, junior) and Joel Dorsey (initiated in fall, freshman) are not in the Petit Jean. From 
the Petit Jean Yearbook, that means that these five were inducted after Christmas: Gus Meuli, John Stewart, 
Wilbur Parvin, W. F. Anderson, Maury [called Murray in Bison on 1/30/1934] Upton. At least 17 people 
(probably at least 18) were in TNT at least part of that first year, though the quota was 15. Claude Click is 
mentioned the following year as a returning member, so that indicates that there may have 
been 18 that first year at different times.

■ Also in this edition: Cavaliers beat TNT in softball 13-4 with huge seventh inning of a 7 inning game (Cleo 
Scott played short, so he did participate at least some)

Pledges were “riding that goat,” which Cavaliers’ pledges had done the previous week. Researching online, it 
appears that riding the goat is a reference that fraternities and sororities used which meant doing chores for current 
members. Although there are other explanations given at this website and across the internet, the best explanation 
found on this website<https://www.franbecque.com/goats-and-goating-in-early-sorority-history/> is that “’goating’ 
sometimes referenced personal service (making beds, carrying books, etc.) that a prospective or new member was 
expected to perform.” That website gives several historical examples of the use of that phrase. From The Themis of 
Zeta Tau Alpha, goating is connected to being treated like a slave (i.e., made to do work or chores) with the specific 
example of having someone wash one’s hair. A second example from the 1918-19 volume of The Themis of Zeta 
Tau Alpha has this in a poem about goating:
If you can sweep to make the frat-room look attractive,
Can smile, and make up beds when you are told,
Can run and get a coat, alert and active,
A ‘goat’ you’ll be, worth your weight in gold.
The term “goating” or “riding the goat” seems to have fallen out of favor by the 1930s which explains why it is not 
mentioned hardly at all after this first year. Although chores and tasks continued long after that, they came to be 
discouraged more and more until no longer making up a part of the initiation process. A very early example of this 
kind of language condemning tasks comes from Pi Beta Phi’s Constitution and Statues from the 1920s:
“Pi Beta Phi allows no pledge ‘Goating’ of any kind whatever and no requirement of any personal service for 
actives. Bed-making or book-carrying for actives is personal service and is not to be required by any active. You as 
Pledge Supervisor are responsible for seeing that the Constitutional ruling against ‘goating’ is kept both in letter and 
in spirit.”





■ Misprint of date. Handwritten 22 is correct. Edition from November 
22, 1933.

■ The Sub-T version of the Petit Jean outing explains, “The [football] 
game was very thrilling and exciting. It finally ended with 
the sailors on the long end of a 13 to 0 score.”

■ The outing was on Monday because Harding used to have classes on 
Saturday. That way student preachers could get back from preaching 
Sunday and still have time to do homework on Monday. This edition 
mentions that Carroll Trent preached that Sunday as well as John 
Stewart who joined TNT in the spring.

■ Some pictures of this event (or the Spring one from May 21?, but that 
seems way too late to be included in yearbook) are in the Petit Jean 
yearbook.

■ Also, according to the Petit Jean (page 119 of pdf), this took place on 
November 13.





■ Clubs could only have one queen which they nominated to 
be Queen of the Petit Jean yearbook. They had to meet 
certain requirements (explained in the article) to be allowed 
to have a queen.





■ Roy Ruckman, TNT president, was in charge of the 
queen contest, but it does not help his club. It looks like 
TNT did not have a queen the first year.





■ The club repaired a walk

■ 15 members representing 9 states (Trent brothers from same state; 
no one from Arkansas!)

■ Sponsor Coons says club will be useful. This is a question we 
need to continuously ask ourselves as individuals and as a 
club. Also, every year, this question is asked about the new 
members. Will the Initiates this year also prove themselves? 
How will we be useful? How will we make each other better? 
How will we make our community better? Our community is 
our club, our dorms, other clubs, the university, wherever you live. 
How can we be useful and serve those around us?

■ TNT spring outing not at Petit Jean (Yearbook photos likely from 
fall unless there was a later outing)

■ Also in this edition, Sub-T fulfilled requirements to nominate a 
queen





■ A few random tidbits about TNT members

■ Glen Trent playing Basketball for Harding (though the same 
illustration appears in the 1930 Petit Jean). TNT has a long 
tradition, dating back to its founding, of having members also play 
intercollegiate sports. 

■ Further research needed: In what sports have TNT members 
participated besides basketball?

■ Is this good advice from Walden Gardner?

■ John Stewart was not in TNT yet





■ TNT members take part in a wide array of activities then and now. The 
diversity of the club is seen in having people from different states and 
people involved in different areas of campus.

■ Debaters: Carrol Trent, W.F. Anderson, Roy Ruckman (excellent 
showing, best debater) (TNT Debaters are mentioned in many other 
editions)

■ Also in edition: Cavaliers presented chapel program (in the past, many 
groups presented entertainment in chapel: chorus, clubs, classes, etc.; the 
remnants of that are still seen in the 2000s and 2010s with chorus, band, 
and theater)





■ Wrestling Tournament sponsored by TNT: TNTers Paine 
and Parvin in Heavyweigt final, Parvin wins; Glen Trent 
draws for championship of 145-155 class; Jess Anderson 
2nd in 165-175 class

■ TNT loses to Cavaliers in Basketball





■ What will you do to help keep TNT an asset to the university? 

■ Pledge class of 1: John Stewart initiated. Now 10 states among the 
15 members (still no one from Arkansas). From the beginning, TNT 
had a wide variety of guys. It was a diverse club in several different 
ways (though racially diverse would have to come later because 
Harding’s first black student did not come until the 1960s).

■ TNT sponsored a tennis tournament





■ TNT presents tennis net (tournament was postponed due to rain)

■ Roy Ruckman was involved in many things

■ (Photos of repair work may be in Petit Jean)

■ Also in this edition: Only 2 girls were nominated for Petit Jean Queen: 
Addie D. Tankersley and Mabel Dykes (Mabel ended up winning). I 
think these two nominees are from the other two boys clubs (Sub-T and 
Cavaliers) based on this comment from the Petit Jean (pdf page 126): 
Sub-T’s ambition is “To sink the Cavaliers in their attempt to elect the 
Petit Jean Queen.” Sub-T was the first club to qualify before Bison 
edition of January 30.





■ Only Roy Ruckman graduating: only 1 opening would have been 
available, but not everyone returned the next year so there were more 
openings.

■ Spring Outing to Arkansas River

■ Although the university was still located in Morrilton at the time (see 
title of the newspaper), this edition includes picture of Pattie Cobb 
since the university had already decided to move.



Professor Rhodes entertains 
the T. N. T. children with 
some bedtime stories

T. N. T. boys form a 
bridge construction gang

Don’t jar these sticks of dynamite—
they might explode…One stick of 
T. N. T. and his flame

1933-1934



■ Pictures and information from the Petit Jean:

■ Mabel Dykes was the Petit Jean Queen, but she was most likely 
nominated by another club.

■ Joseph Pryor was the male honor student. He would be inducted 
the following year.

■ There are several other pictures that are TNT members, but not 
necessarily related to TNT activities

■ All the clubs were made fun of on page 126 of the pdf of the 
yearbook, including this excerpt about TNT. 



1933-1934



■ As we’ve said there were technically 8 charter members though 1 
was in absentia

■ Roy Ruckman was the first president

■ Carroll Trent Reporter this year, but we will see him again

■ R.R. Coons: Sponsor for the first 4 years





■ TNT meeting on Monday in room 347. Meetings are still on 
Mondays.

■ 10 returning members mentioned, but who is Claude Click? He is in 
1935 yearbook (not 1934), but this is the first mention I have found of 
him, and it is as a returning member.

■ The editions of the Bison from the previous year were all in 
Morrilton, AR. This is the first one in Searcy, AR, because Harding 
moved to Searcy this year. TNT has been a part of Harding longer 
than Searcy has been.





■ At least 3 new clubs formed for states: 1) Tennessee, 2) Texas, 3) 
Florida-Alabama-Georgia

■ Good Sportsmanship, but Sub-T won 18-14

■ Pryor mentioned for first time (also Cronin?). Joseph Pryor was the 
first pledge to be initiated in Searcy. He was in a cohort by himself, 
which is not much of a cohort.





■ First outing to Sugar Loaf

■ Also in this edition: Koinonia founded (new boys club)





■ TNT Meeting Monday at 9:00 pm

■ Informal party welcoming back Carroll Trent (president of TNT, but 
missed the first month or so of school due to illness)

■ Joseph Pryor was involved in TNT and a lot of other things. 

■ Also in this edition: Koinonia Club having outings (mentioned as 
established in previous edition)





■ TNT Chapel Program: in the past, any group of students could (and 
was expected to) give a program in chapel. Currently, it seems to be 
limited to theater, bands, and choruses.

■ TNT’s first queen was not necessarily Eva Lee Bradley, but it was 
either Eva Lee Bradly, Alvalyn Baucum, Jeanette Jackson, or 
Dorothy Merwin





■ Possibly the first team sports victory reported in the Bison for 
TNT as a club (though individuals won wrestling titles during 
the first year).



Watch out, Sinkers, here 
comes the Explosives!

TNT’s first queen?
Caption: “How 
they Click” 
(member Claude 
Click?)

Oct.
Mar.

1934-1935



■ Pictures and information from the Petit Jean:

■ These might be the first jerseys. Just as current 
jerseys, the T on either side is slanted.



Don’t blow up 
Sugarloaf, 
T. N. T.’s

So far unable to 
determine which 
of this collage is 
specifically TNT, 
but two of the 
captions are: And 
thus we explode 
… Sugar Loaf 
Mountain—a 
memorable spot 
to the Koinonias
and T. N. T.’s

Nov. 5

1934-1935



■ More pictures from the Petit Jean Yearbook



Who was the 1934-1935 TNT Queen? If it is the girl in the TNT jersey, who do you think?

Eva Lee Bradley

Alvalyn
Baucum

Jeannette 
Jackson

Dorothy 
Merwin

Caption: “How they Click”
(TNT member Claude Click?)



■ TNT’s first queen was not necessarily Eva Lee Bradley who was 
the Petit Jean queen, but it was either Eva Lee Bradly, Alvalyn
Baucum, Jeanette Jackson, or Dorothy Merwin.

■ The girl wearing the TNT jersey was not necessarily the TNT 
queen. She may have been wearing her boyfriend’s jersey. In 
modern times on jersey night of Spring Sing, traditionally TNT and 
Zeta Rho members exchange jerseys so that a lot of non-queens 
wear TNT jerseys.

■ My best guess is Dorothy Merwin was TNTs first queen. Claude 
and Dorothy were both sophomores.



1934-1935



■ Carrol Trent: President
■ Joseph Pryor was only 15.5 years old when he started at Harding College. Despite 

that he was immensely accomplished:
■ Honor Student

■ 1st Harding College graduate to get a Ph. D.
■ Participated in sports (as we have seen): Basketball and Football
■ Also participated in a host of other activities: Bison, Petit Jean (editor of both), 

theater
■ He was the first pledge this year, which meant he was the first pledge in Searcy
■ When he returned to college he was a long time TNT sponsor, Alpha Chi honor 

society sponsor (and national officer), Bison and Petit Jean Sponsor
■ He became the Academic Dean (now called Provost) and was President Cliff 

Ganus’s right hand man
■ He knew everyone’s name at graduation
■ He is in the Harding HOF and the NAIA athletics HOF
■ His father, L. E. Pryor was a Harding professor. When I interviewed former HU 

president and Chancellor Emeritus Dr. Ganus, the first thing he mentioned about 
him was his humility. He also mentioned that when Harding moved to Searcy, 
they lived in a house where the GAC is now. 





■ TNT had no queen in 1935-36



1935-1936



■ We saw jerseys earlier with the slanted letters. Now 
we see an explosion (albeit with a few more clouds).

■ Joseph Pryor VP



W. F. and Jess show off their 
acquisitions of the past summer

1936-1937



■ Jerseys with slanted T on both sides again. The guys 
are wearing them, not the girls. (Compare to 
previous year and possible queen)



1936-1937



■ Jess Anderson (charter member in absentia) is now president
■ Last year for R.R. Coons (and Joseph Pryor as a student)
■ I have been told that Mack Greenway was the first of 5 generations of 

TNT members, but I cannot confirm that.
■ R.T. Clark later became a Harding professor and coach who had a 

deep impact at Harding and on future TNT members although, 
according to my research, he was never a sponsor.

■ R.T. Clark was also later inducted into the HU Sports Hall of Fame 
(https://hardingsports.com/hof.aspx?hof=87)
– Professor, space scientist, coach and athlete
– Instrumental in establishing the Harding cross-country and track 

programs
– Considered a top sprinter and long jumper as he competed in the 

1930s
■ As Vice President of Research, R.T. Clark also participated in 

Harding’s contribution to the Lunar Landing 
(https://magazine.harding.edu/2019/10/out-of-this-world-hardings-
contribution-to-landing-a-man-on-the-moon.html). It is amazing to 
me what this former TNT member did: he helped establish the Cross 
Country and Track teams, was not only a professor but also a coach, 
and helped man land on the moon.



1937-1938



■ New sponsor for only 1 year

■ Mack Greenway (five generations)

■ Excell Berryhill (we see him later on as Secretary-Treasurer in a key year: 
oldest constitution that we still have comes from that year even though 
they had one the first year as described in the first article from the Bison. 
Also TNT made an adjustment to explosion that year)

■ L.E. Pryor (maybe related to Joseph?)



1938-1939



■ Excell Berryhill – member

■ M. E. Berryhill – Sponsor (chair of Kinesiology department) (related to 
Excel?)

■ Kenneth Davis – Long time chair of Music Department, Long time elder at 
college church (also became a sponsor for rival Galaxy; for example, in 
1961 he is mentioned as a Galaxy sponsor, in 1962 he is pictured as a 
Galaxy sponsor, and in 1963 initiation for Galaxy is held at his house); You 
probably know him better as Uncle Bud via the statue by the fountain in 
front of Admin building

■ Variety of club: two early members (Joe Pryor and Kenneth Davis) that are 
hugely important in Harding history but studied and taught what people 
generally consider to be very different disciplines: Science and Music.

■ The photo on the left shows bricks on the sidewalk in the Front Lawn with 
Sponsor M.E. (“Pinky”) Berryhill, member Kenneth Davis (Uncle Bud), 
and future sponsor Leonard Kirke (1942-1945). Can you find this location?



T. N. T. 
Constitution

From the 1939-1940 school year



■ Early Constitution from 1939-1940

■ Still had the extra clouds that the year book does not.



Jacket 
emblem: 
1939-1940
From the 1939-1940 school year



■ We have had the same basic symbol since 1939/1940

■ This one used for the jackets has the number of clouds that we still 
currently use.

■ Ralph Stirman from Wichita Falls, TX, designed the official logo in 
the spring of 1940. He based it on the previous logo that had many 
more clouds and the expanding TNT from the slanted-letter jerseys 
and the TNT within the circle from 1938-1939.



1939-1940



■ The Explosion as it currently stands: it has been around since at 
least 1940

■ Jackets with the explosion

■ New sponsor for three years

■ Excell Berryhill Secretary-Treasurer: which means this is the year 
that we have a copy of the constitution. The year is not given on 
the constitution, but his name is, as are the other officers.



1940-1941



■ Excell Berryhill is now the President

■ TNT symbol



1941-1942



■ We start getting more information about what is happening:

■ Fall outing (function) at the Old Mill; Outings lasted all day

■ Spring function at Red Bluff (location in White County near Romance 
and Floyd; more information is available a few pages later)

■ TNT mascot, Dynamite the goat. They planned to have a barbecue but 
couldn’t bring themselves to do it.

■ A goat has become the traditional symbol on club week shirts and other 
TNT-related products

■ If any of you become activities directors: Goat/Dynamite Function 
where we do barbecue a goat? Maybe in the fall with a big bonfire? 
Maybe at Red Bluff?





■ Slumgullion was a frequent dish for TNT functions as we will see 
later.

■ The new members provided some of the entertainment.

■ For functions, members and their dates were always listed in the 
Bison in the past.



1942-1943: First clear 
mention of T.N.T.’s Queen: 
Wanda Luttrel

She was not Queen of the Petit Jean, but she was the T. N. T. nominee.



■ This is the earliest reference that I have found as to who the TNT 
queen definitely was. There were queens before this, and we know 
within 4 girls who the first queen probably was, but Wanda Luttrel is 
the first definite TNT queen that we have a record of.

■ According to this site: 
https://scholarworks.harding.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1126&c
ontext=hubulletins

■ She came back to Harding as a Speech Teacher in 1953



1942-1943



■ Club project for year: TNT built a barbecue pit

■ 2017-2018 TNT member and SA president Dakota Ellis: the 
barbecue, fire pits, hammock poles, and the Gin Creek Park area 
were his doing

■ TNT has been helping campus to have “many good times” for decades

■ TNT motto: Trustworthiness, Noble Ideals, Tact

■ First mention of Virgil and Vernon Lawyer. 

■ Blue and White are the official colors listed. They had Jackets this year as 
well.

■ New Sponsor: Leonard Kirk. First of 3 years



1943-1944: TNT Queen 
Wanda Jo Bland



■ Apparently we liked girls named Wanda since this 
is the second year in a row with one as our queen.



1943-1944



■ Virgil Lawyer President

■ Reversible Jackets

■ William Clay Harris (Cousin to the great uncle of sponsor 
Whit Jordan)



1944-1945



■ Early on, T. N. T. usually had periods (but not always: cf. 1934 Petit Jean)





■ Here it says 4 years as an active member, but 
it may have only been three.



1945-1946



■ First year having Joe Pryor back as sponsor (previous sponsors had only stayed 
1-4 years. He stayed for decades and helped maintain the strength and morals of 
the club).

■ That year he was also Petit Jean Sponsor (Petit Jean sponsor for many years)

■ His editor was Bessie Mae who was also the Petit Jean Queen.

■ Joe Pryor proposed to her at the TNT outing that Spring.

■ He was heavily involved in TNT for many years and at least partially involved 
for as many as 50 years. He died 10/27/2006.

■ Deacon and elder at College Church of Christ according to 2007 Petit Jean

■ B. Harris (cousin to Whit’s great uncle)

■ Virgil and Vernon Lawyer

■ This year had 2 of the most influential people in TNT’s history: Dr. Joe 
Pryor and Virgil Lawyer (Dr. Joe was a VP as a student and the first long 
time sponsor; first pledge in Searcy) (Virgil Lawyer was a President and 
sponsor. He was influential in getting Zeta Rho as our sister club and 
making sure the club did not disband when it had so few members by 
actively recruiting the best men on campus, but that is in another 15 years 
when he is back as a sponsor; compare to Cavaliers in the early 1960s)



1946-1947



■ President: Vernon Lawyer

■ VP: Billy Harris (cousin to the great uncle of 
sponsor Whit Jordan)



1947-1948



■ Burl Curtis: Whit Jordan Interviewed him. He knew Bill and Jack Harris, relatives of Whit Jordan. He was a 
domestic missionary and preacher for many years and was still writing biblical articles well into his 80s.

■ 3 generations, each with 2 people in TNT

■ 1. Jack Harris: (Sponsor Whit Jordan’s Great Uncle) and his cousin of Bill Harris were both in TNT (Jack and 
Mary Ann Harris’s son was Lee Harris whose cousin is Lee Whitaker)

■ 2. Lee Harris and his cousin Lee Whitaker (Sponsor Whit Jordan’s uncle) were both in TNT

■ 3. Whit Jordan and his brother Peter Jordan were both in TNT (but were not cousins).

■ This is not unique and we are not the family with the most members in TNT. We don’t even have any queens that 
I am aware of in our family. Many families have several generations in TNT because fathers, grandfathers, uncles, 
etc., have enjoyed their time in TNT and become better men because of TNT. 

■ My prayer is that your time in TNT is a blessing to you. My prayer is that your brothers in TNT help you grow 
spiritually. My prayer is that you are devoted to them and they are devoted to you in brotherly love and that you 
honor one another above yourselves. My prayer is that you spur one another on to have greater spiritual fervor 
and to serve the Lord more fully. My prayer is that you rejoice together and that you mourn together. When you 
are getting married, people in this club and this cohort may be standing by your side. I stood by my club brothers 
and they stood by me in our weddings. When you lose someone close to you, people in this club and this cohort 
may be standing by your side. I lost my firstborn son after college and while still a student, a club brother lost his 
father. In both cases, TNT brothers were with us. I pray that you invest in your brothers because the more you put 
in, the more you will get out. Your cup will run over.

■ My prayer is that God uses TNT to help develop leaders and servants for His kingdom despite our many flaws. 
We are sinners in need of the redemption that God offers us through the blood of Jesus. In spite of those 
shortcomings, my prayer is that God can still use you like He has used other TNTers. People like Burl Curtis, 
Carroll Trent, or Lyndal Dale who were preachers or ministers. People like Virgil Lawyer, Arlin Hendrix, or Mark 
Woodward who were missionaries. People like Joe Pryor and Kenneth Davis who were elders. People like Joe 
Pryor or Lee Whitaker who were deacons. People like Joel Johnson (one of my resource members, now called 
blue crew) and Travis McNeal (former TNT sponsor [2011-2021]) who have run Christian camps such as Camp 
Tahkodah. People like Trice Taylor, Kenneth Davis, or David White (current sponsor) who were song leaders. My 
prayer is that when you are grown, you will want your children and those you love most to also have that kind of 
blessing and that they too can find it in TNT.

■ If you become a father and have a newborn son in your arms, or if you are a father and are sending your son away 
to college, I pray that based on your experiences in TNT, you can feel confident that your son will also cultivate 
the fruit of the Spirit if he were in TNT as well.



Club Jackets for all clubs

1948-1949



■ All clubs had jackets.



1948-1949



■ Outing at Red Bluff 

■ Service Project: Cleaning the fishpond (helping campus)

■ Cecil Beck VP: in charge of HU intramural sports for many years 
and sponsor for a few years

■ Burl Curtis: Secretary-Treasurer

■ Trice Taylor was another TNTer that I interviewed. He visited 
campus on September 18, 2018 after having been away for nearly 
70 years. Current TNT members welcomed him.

■ Jack Harris is a member





■ First mention of TNT Water Falls at Red Bluff (near Floyd 
and Romance, Arkansas).

■ Later, everyone would get pledge names. It seems that for this 
function, they gave everyone function names.





■ For decades, no one knew where TNT Water Falls were located. 
Everyone assumed it was somewhere at Petit Jean because there is a Red 
Bluff there (and also along the Buffalo River). However, TNT Water 
Falls were actually much closer, here in White County. 

■ Red Bluff is located on the river Bayou Des Arc. The River was dammed 
in 1984 to form Lake Barnett. TNT Falls is now probably under a lake. 
To find the falls, you might have to scuba dive.

■ “The lake's most prominent landmark is Red Bluff, a 150-
foot rock formation jutting high above the water at mid-lake 
on the north shore. In the shadow of the bluff is another 
fascinating geological anomaly, a tall "chimney" of layered 
rocks standing like a watchtower above the lake.” 
(https://www.agfc.com/en/zone-map/fishing-map/526/)





This is not necessarily a challenge, but if you would like to relive some 
cherished TNT history, here are three options (based on what you have 
access to), but all of them require you to have a Podna, which is a fellow 
TNT brother, in memory of Russell “Podna” Clifford who saved Pete 
“Legs” Nash from drowning (see below for more information on Podna).
a) Re-discover the original TNT Falls (or go there once it is found) with 

your Podna (partner)

b) Paddle or boat across Red Bluff (from TNT Falls II to The 
Watchtower) with your Podna (partner)

c) You and your Podna (partner) both catch a fish on Lake Barnett 



Trice Taylor returns to Harding 
after nearly 70 years.



■ Trice Taylor wanted to meet with his brothers in TNT. He also 
wanted to get back in touch with others from his time, brothers 
he had not seen in nearly 70 years. Compare that to the club 
song.



1949-1950



■ TNT dish: slum gullion
■ Outing at Petit Jean even though we left Morrilton years ago.
■ Outing at Red Bluff with TNT Falls. 
■ Members in mission field (Virgil Lawyer established a Christian University in Japan, for 

example, but they might not be referring specifically to that)
■ Burl Curtis was a preacher for many years and was still writing Biblical articles in his 80s.
■ TNT sent sporting goods to Japan
■ President: Cecil Beck. He would later return to Harding as the intramural sports director. 

During his years as a student, club sports was virtually non-existent. When he came back as 
Intramural director, he established a club division which became the most popular and robust 
part of intramural sports.

■ VP: Burl Curtis
■ (No Jack Harris)
■ 1949-’50 Student Handbook: “Each club will be allowed two functions each, to which dates are 

invited” [there was no “third function which shows up for the first time in 1956-57]. “5. 
Outings to Petit Jean may leave at 5:00 a.m. – others not before 7:00 a.m.” This seems to be 
why TNT kept going back to Morrilton and Petit Jean for years and years after the move to 
Searcy. By going there, they could get an early start on their outing. In the 1953-1954 student 
handbook, the 1954-1955 student handbook, the 1955-1956 student handbook, and the student 
1956-1957 handbook, outings to Petit Jean were allowed to leave at 6:00 a.m. whereas all 
others were not allowed to leave until 7:00 a.m. This includes the first year that the third 
function was allowed (1956-1957), but the following year, 1957-1958, Petit Jean no longer 
receives a special mention (but third functions are allowed). 

■ I interviewed both Burl Curtis and Trice Taylor. Trice explained that the “nut” was just someone 
who was not very athletic. Trice was not on the function that discovered TNT Falls, and Burl 
did not remember it, but he seemed to be behind the main group. There was apparently a stream 
that they had to cross that proved difficult for some people and their dates.



1950-1951



■ For more information on outings versus banquets, see 
Student Handbook 1962-63 (quoted in the notes on the 
1962-63 Zeta Rho Petit Jean page)

■ TNT Falls, slum gulley

■ Black French Coffee in Armstrong 226 (is anyone in 
TNT there this year?)

■ Service project: Fish pond

■ (Jack Harris is back)



1951-1952



■ First time the Queen is mentioned with the club: Juanita Walton: 
elected Queen of Petit Jean

■ Red Bluff, Petit Jean

■ Jackets

■ Bulletin board (we did this a lot. A whole lot). Student center was 
the Ganus Building.

■ Picture in bottom left is at the Pryor’s house (now where McInteer
Building stands). The Dean’s office (currently Monte Cox) was the 
living room.



1952-1953



■ First mention in yearbook, but not Bison, of initiation

■ In Pryor’s home (this year and many, many years for meetings, 
events, etc.)

■ Function theme: Cowboy

■ Queen not included

■ In the 1954-1955 Student Handbook: “Initiations must be held on 
regular club nights during regular club hours, and with the club 
sponsor present.” Though pledging activities seem to have 
extended well beyond the initiation.

■ President: Gene Rainey



1953-1954



■ TNT Ranch (Legion Hut cowboy function)

■ Initiation was at Wyldewood (there for many years)

■ Cecil Beck back as Sponsor

■ Queen again and from here through 1958, then again from 
1963,1964, 1967 on

■ President: Gene Rainey. He was the first member to be elected 
president twice.



1954-1955



■ Cowboy function at Legion Hut

■ Pledge masters and 15 pledges

■ At Petit Jean again

■ Project: Bulletin Board

■ Student Handbook 1954-1955:

■ “Initiations must be held on regular club nights during regular club 
hours, and with the club sponsor present” but this did not mean that 
pledging activities were limited to that time frame.

■ President: Herman Alexander



1955-1956



■ TNT jacket and Bulletin board project

■ Bob Claunch President: The original Klonch? (Klonch was a 
traditional pledge name, a silly nickname given to all new 
members for the week of pledging/initiation/club week)

■ Pledge activities: Washing Venetian blinds (the only time all year 
that would happen); shining shoes, minor dates; using “mister”

■ Cowboy Party

■ TNT had meetings in the swimming pool



1956-1957



■ New long-term project: brick bulletin board: increase intramural sports 
participation (took 10 years to pay that thing off)

■ Club competition was not as important early on as Class (Freshman, 
sophomore, etc.) or state (AR, TN, TX,  etc.), but with Cecil Beck back 
on campus, club sports began to take off.

■ Mock trial included as club week activity

■ Cowboy function

■ First year that a third function was allowed.

■ President: Herman Alexander (second time someone was President of 
TNT two times, first time presidency was separated by another year)



1957-1958



■ Bulletin board and Queen: “pride”

■ Asset to the reputation of the club



1958-1959



■ 19 people, but only 5 returned: set to work to rebuild the 
club: 14 pledges (plus two more in spring? Or were they 
included in the 14?)

■ Meetings at Dr. Joe’s house and Cecil Beck’s (other sponsor). 
With such rapid growth, it appears that the club started to 
change some, as we will see in subsequent years. 



1959-1960



■ The club has reached 25 members (up from 5 at the beginning 
of the previous year). 

■ Kangaroo Court: Judge Pryor presiding

■ “Blast” Banquet

■ Picking Strawberries for…Bulletin board





■ Former TNT members (and Sponsors together for a while) Dr. Joe Pryor 
and Cecil Beck

■ Dr. Joe wearing his famous bow tie.

■ Announcement of Dr. Joe becoming Dean of Harding College.

■ Two important ideas from Dr. Joe are mentioned here. He thought of 
these as vitally important in Harding in general and in TNT in particular. 
For every person in TNT, he hoped that they were strong spiritually and 
academically: “working toward increased academic excellence and 
greater spiritual attainment and Christian character.”



Founding of ZP



■ Although for many years Zeta Rho claimed to have been founded in 
1961, I discovered this article in the Bison that proves they were 
founded in 1960. There is even a picture of the Zeta Rho eight-
pointed star and a mention of their club colors being crimson and 
silver. I interviewed Kathy O’Connor, now Kathy Thompson, 
charter member and treasurer, who confirmed the October founding.



Birthday of ZP

Birthday party



■ Zeta Rho was founded on October 11, 1960. The 
actual birthday was October 11, and they 
celebrated at a meeting on the 17th.

■ Mrs. Virgil Lawyer is the sponsor in this their 
second year of existence.



1960-1961



■ The Great Purge of 1961: After the club had gone from 5 at the beginning 
of 1958 to 25 after pledge week, the club had changed. A lot of members 
were not the type of people who held to TNT’s ideals. In a Spring Meeting, 
Dr. Joe got up and said that they could either get right or get out. The 
members also pushed hard for that. Half the club left.

■ Only 5 pledges that year, and only 13 members total
■ Although the Great Purge was a one time event, that sentiment is not. Current 

and New members must continuously maintain the ideals which keep TNT 
strong. Build up your brothers and help them to do right. If you are not willing to 
uphold that, what Dr. Joe said and what those members agreed upon still applies. 
You may want another club or another university.

■ After the Great Purge, new members talked about how TNT “re-invented” itself 
or how they were a part of “the New TNT.” TNT worked hard to change its 
character as well as its reputation on campus.

■ Eddie Miller, pictured diving and a member that survived the Purge, was 
Intramural Athlete of the Year in 1964 (The only other TNTer I am aware of to 
win that award was Johnny Vaughan in 1966; checking to see if we had any 
more could be a project that someone could undertake to research).

■ This was also the school year that ZP was founded. For many years, Zeta Rho 
claimed that they were founded in 1961 (it was in their club books every year, it 
was on their apparel), but ZP was officially founded in October, 1960 (Most 
likely, October 11, 1960).



1961-1962 

Cavaliers, the first men’s social 
club at Harding, in their final 
year



• Cavaliers seemed to run from November 27, 1928 (according to the 1929 Petit Jean) until the end of 1962 school year. They do not
appear in the 1963 Petit Jean. They also do not appear in the 1930 yearbook. Cavaliers was founded November 27, 1928. Sub T-16 was 
founded in October of 1929. TNT was founded between October 15-21 of 1933.

• Excerpt from 1960 Petit  Jean: “Cavalier, the first men’s club on the campus, has been in existence for thirty-two years. 
Although there were only three returning members this year, membership was increased to eleven in October. TNT was in a very 
similar situation, but by the grace of God survived.

• Other early male clubs with the years that the Petit Jean was published (though the Petit Jean included the fall before): 
• 1925: Young Men’s Club for all guys (This was the first year of Harding’s existence)
• 1926: Scroggin Club (basically all the boys who lived in the one dorm that they had which was called Scroggin Hall); 
• 1927: although clubs like Ju Go Ju had been around before (supposedly all the way back to Harper College before Harding was 

founded), this is the first mention of social clubs I can find in the yearbooks  (WHC social club for women was founded for this school 
year as well as QQ or Twin Q. Also Trail Makers for girls who like the outdoors). H.G.H.G. was the male club (appeared only in 1927 
yearbook)

• 1928: Straight 8 Club (I am not sure if this is a social club or some other type of club)
• 1929: Straight 8 Club; Cavaliers; Pioneer Club (born December 1, 1928, but does not seem to be a social club during this first stint from 

1928-1933. Disappeared for a few years, and then came back after TNT and Koinonia but seemingly as a social club this time) 
(Cavaliers was established November 27, 1928 according to the Petit Jean that year, Petit Jean 1929)

• 1930: Pioneer; Sub T-16; (Cavaliers not mentioned in Petit Jean? Maybe only 1 returning member Norman Arnold who does appear 
again in 1931) (Apparently you could be in Sub-T and Pioneers because Loyd Smith was as well as at least 2 more) (The Harding 
chapter of Sub T-16 was founded in October 1929 according to the yearbook that year, Petit Jean 1930; according to a Bison article 
from 5/11/1935, it was a brother club to the Sub T-16 club at Abilene Christian College, now Abilene Christian University)

• 1931: Cavaliers; Sub T-16; Pioneers; 
• 1932: Cavaliers; Sub T-16; Pioneers
• 1933: Cavaliers, Sub T-16; Pioneers (Roy Ruckman, first TNT president, was a Pioneer)
• 1934: Cavaliers, Sub T-16, TNT
• 1935: Cavaliers, Sub T-16, TNT, Koinonia
• 1936: Cavaliers, Sub T-16, TNT, Koinonia, Lambda Sigma, Calliopean
• 1937: Cavaliers, Sub T-16, TNT, Koinonia, Lambda Sigma
• 1938: Cavaliers, Sub T-16, TNT, Koinonia, Lambda Sigma, Tagma
• 1939: Cavaliers, Sub T-16, TNT, Koinonia, Lambda Sigma, Tagma, PIX (maybe not a social club)
• 1960 includes Cavalier (only 3 returning members), 1961 includes Cavalier (only 8 people pictures), 1962 includes Cavalier (only 1 

returning member), 1963 no Cavaliers
• This information is included to show a comparison between 2 clubs that had both been around for a long time and that were both 

struggling. TNT and Cavaliers both had very few returning members, but Cavaliers was unable to pull through this difficult time.
• Since Sub T-16 is sometimes conceived of as a chapter of the club at Abilene Christian, I will mention that the Abilene Sub T-16 seems 

to have been established in 1923 according to these websites: <https://acuoptimist.com/2019/09/sub-t-16-dealt-indefinite-suspension/> 
<https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth597339/> <https://lcu.edu/student-life/clubs-and-organizations/social-clubs/sub-t-16/>



1961-1962



■ Eddie Miller President (picture looking at sports bulletin board). After 
the Great Purge, we had very few leaders left. This is the first of two 
consecutive years that he was club president, only the third time that has 
happened (Gene Rainey and Herman Alexander were the others)

■ Gene Rainey: President in 1952-53, 1953-54

■ Herman Alexander: President in 1954-55, 1956-57

■ Eddie Miller: President in 1961-62, 1963-64





■ October 1962

■ Mr. Virgil Lawyer: TNT sponsor

■ Mrs. Virgil Lawyer: Zeta Rho sponsor

■ Having sponsors being married was key to creating the brother-sister 
club relationship. According to present research, it seems that Fall 
1962 was the beginning of this brother-sister club relationship, though 
it could have been earlier.

■ We were not the first brother-sister club on campus (Spring 1960 
yearbook, before Zeta Rho was founded, mentions Sigma Tau Sigma 
and Regina as brother-sister clubs, and there may be some before 
them).





■ Whereas Cavaliers died out, TNT was able to grow again. TNT had two pledge classes that year. See interview 
with Ken Tipton for reason. It was after the Great Purge, and we trying to build membership back up. It appears 
that the first group consisted primarily of what would now be called jumps (or maybe second year students) and 
the second were new members.

■ It looks like Virgil Lawyer did 2 big things that first year: Two pledge classes and Zeta Rho as sister club

• Of the six “jumps” that year, first, Charles (Chuck?) Nelson was in Lambda Sigma in 1962 Petit Jean.

• Second, Ken Laird was in Mohican in 1962 Petit Jean.

• Third and fourth, Jerry Hollis and Freddie Roberts are not found in club section of 1962 Petit Jean. (In his essay on 
TNT History from 1962-1968, Ken Tipton says that Jerry Hollis came from Pioneer. Ken Tipton does not mention 
Freddie Roberts. Instead, he says that the fourth was Jack Kinningham from Mohican.)

• Fifth and sixth, Gary Brock and David Fouss (David Faust?) were in Sub T-16 in the 1962 Petit Jean. 

■ The story of The Great Purge of 1961 and people from Sub T-16 jumping into our club to help TNT grow again 
lived on in TNT lore. Then, we got an opportunity to return the favor with interest. In the spring of 2004, TNT 
had several members jump into Sub T-16 to save their club when they were about to be disbanded for lack 
of members. We may have been rivals since our founding, but we also support one another. As iron 
sharpens iron, a rivalry helps both clubs push harder to become better. In the 2004 Petit Jean (while I was a 
student), Sub T-16 only had 5 members. In an interview with Jim Gowen, longtime intramural director and 
director at that time, Sub T-16 also could not find a sponsor since they had so few members. They only had 5 
members and could not get a sponsor. They were about to be disbanded. Then, in the 2005 Petit Jean, they had 
many more along with an article that describes how with only 5 members, Sub T-16 was about to be disbanded 
but several TNT members jumped to save the club, along with people from other clubs. The article in the 2005 
Petit Jean is called “Staying Afloat” and this is a excerpt:

■ A total of 17 men from eight men's clubs jumped to Sub T-16, enough to keep it going.

■ "The jump was what we needed," senior Aaron Copeland said.

■ Senior Kyle Chandler was one of the five men who jumped from TNT. “I love TNT," he said, "but it was a good 
thing for Harding and for Sub T to keep the club going. The traditions and stories are part of the school."

■ After the jump, there were as many former TNT members as there had been Sub T-16 members. A total of 17 
people jumped into Sub T-16 to save the club from being disbanded. A couple differences were the number of 
jumps compared to the number of returning members as well as the sponsors. Dr. Joe Pryor and Virgil Lawyer as 
sponsors worked hard with the members to make sure TNT recruited some of the best men on campus. We need 
to continue that push of recruiting the best that we can. Despite the differences, though, in this year of 1962, TNT 
needed help, and a couple members of Sub T-16 offered it.



1962-1963

Zeta Rho Petit Jean page has 
first mention of TNT and ZP as 
brother and sister clubs



■ First mention in yearbook of TNT and ZP being brother and sister clubs

■ Third function seems to normally be in the fall. (cf. Pioneers in 1963, ZP in 1961)

■ We apparently persuaded them to do our traditional Cowboy Function.

■ Research has not found any mention of the function in the Bison. Looking at the ZP and TNT pages in the 1963 
yearbook, the function occurred in the fall of 1962. The clubs mention activities, and then especially on the 
TNT page, the spring activities are marked and come afterwards. (Third function was not when it occurred in 
the calendar year but referred to the type of function: not a banquet or an all day outing.)

■ The TNT and ZP Brother-Sister club relationship began by Fall 1962 (if not before) and definitely by 1963 
Petit Jean.

■ When talking about the chapel program in the Spring of 1963, the Petit Jean says, “Again, the Zeta’s worked 
and planned with the TNT’s…” This seems to indicate that they did a chapel program together in the Spring of 
1962 as well which could move the brother-sister club date back farther. It possibly even occurred as early as 
Fall 1961 when Mrs. Lou Lawyer, Mr. Virgil Lawyer’s wife became sponsor, if not before.

■ ZP Sponsor: Mrs. Virgil Lawyer

■ Student Handbook from 1962-1963 (page 29):

■ “Regulations Governing Activities of Social Clubs

■ “Each social club will be allowed two major activities to which dates are invited during each school year. 
These activities are usually in the form of a formal banquet during the fall and an outing during the spring 
semester.

■ THIRD FUNCTIONS FOR SOCIAL CLUBS

■ “A third social activity for which dates may be invited may be scheduled by the social clubs each year. 
This third function is not to be considered as a major social activity on the same level with the club 
banquets and outings, but rather as a relatively brief, informal occasion such as a spaghetti supper, ice 
cream supper, skating party, Coke party, etc.”

■ Special note regarding TNT’s two functions. During some years, TNT had two outings instead of one outing 
and one banquet (c.f. 1950-1951 TNT Petit Jean page).



1962-1963



■ We say we have a function with them, but do not use the phrase “sister club”
■ Eddie Miller president again. One of three TNT president to serve twice or be elected 

twice, though many were something else before or after being president (ex. Carroll Trent 
1934, 1935, Bob Claunch 1956, 1957). 

■ Joe Pryor and Virgil Lawyer sponsors
■ Virgil Lawyer back as sponsor. Instrumental in getting ZP as our sister club. Another club 

(Zeta Phi Zeta) founded at the same time and did not survive.
■ His wife was ZP sponsor
■ According to Ken Tipton, a freshman that year who pledged later:

When school began in the Fall Semester of 1962, TNT Club officers were elected. Each of 
the five members returning from 1961 held an office. (Eddie Miller, President; Dick 
Ousley, Vice-President; Jimmy Jones, Secretary; Fred Atchison, Treasurer; and Jim Angel, 
reporter-historian;) I remember the day in chapel when Virgil Lawyer announced that the 
TNT Social Club would be open to transfers from other clubs. He further indicated that if 
some volunteers did not transfer from other clubs, TNT would cease to exist. TNT began 
in 1933. Only two men’s clubs that existed in 1962 were older. (Pioneer from 1928-29 and 
Sub-T-16 from 1929-1930) After Virgil Lawyer’s announcement, six men stepped up. 
During the last week of September a scaled down version of pledging was permitted and 
six transfers were initiated into to club. They were: Gary Brock and Dave Fouss from 
Sub-T; Jack Kinningham and Ken Laird from Mohican; Jerry Hollis from Pioneer; and 
Chuck Nelson from Lambda Sigma. This brought the number of members to 11. This was 
enough to keep the club alive. Virgil Lawyer and Joe Pryor served as club sponsors.
I found it very interesting that one half (7 of 14) of the pledges were members of either 
Chorale or Acapella. This level of musical talent along with excellent singers already in 
the club resulted in very inspirational singing during the devotional periods of our club 
meetings.



1963-1964



■ Smiling was an offense during Pledge Week

■ We played and won Small club softball but Large club rag tag (flag football) because the Intramural director Cecil 
Beck let us play up a division even though we were a small club. 

■ Bulletin board. Plus we donated a Sportsmanship Plaque, but I don’t know if we won it.

■ TNT and ZP third function before the holidays (aka in the fall). TNT’s first official Petit Jean recognition of ZP as 
our “sister club”

■ The picture in the top left of the Petit Jean page shows a pledge book. That style of pledge book has been a TNT 
tradition.

■ The photo on the left is an excerpt from a larger one from the club track meet. “Jerseys” had the explosion on the 
front (see year book page 100): “RECEIVING the baton from Robley Barber, Tom Finley begins his leg of the 
grueling mile relay for the Pioneers, with a slender margin over TNT's Jerry Boker and Galaxy's Wheeler Pounds.” 
No winner recorded there.

■ In speaking of the kind of people TNT wanted as pledges, Ken Tipton stated,
Several of my friends were charter members of the new club, Chi Sigma Alpha. I had been aware of their intent 
to form this club during the previous spring. It was not in the by-laws, but I also knew that the Chi Sigs planned 
to accept only pledges who did not smoke, drink nor use bad language. This meant that Chi Sigma Alpha 
would be potentially competing for some of the same potential members. (emphasis added)

■ He also stated that Gary Brock, Ken Johnson, and Eddie Miller all served as elders together at the same church 
many years later.

■ According to Ken Tipton,
Ken Johnson won the 100 and the 220, and our sprinters won the 440 relay. We could count on points from Ron 
McFarland in the shot put and the discus, which he won 1st and 2nd respectively. We knew Fraters would be the 
team to beat. The outcome might depend on some events where we went head-to-head against them. In the 220 
hurdles Eddie Miller, won that event. He not only won, but he broke the school record.  In our planning we knew 
that Fraters had a 10-foot pole vaulter. We asked ourselves, do we have anyone that could try to pole vault and 
maybe pick up a few points? The quiet spoken Steve Thornton was approached. He said something like “I 
vaulted back in high school but I haven’t touched a pole since then, I guess I could try.” Not only did he score 
points, he beat the Frater vaulter with an 11’2” vault, eclipsing the previous record of 10’2”. That win turned out 
to be the margin we needed to win. We did not know it at the time because the mile relay was yet to come. Going 
into that final event. TNT had only a 3-point lead. To be champions, we had to finish ahead of Fraters in this race. 
The TNT mile relay team included Eddie Miller, Dave Fouss, Don Babb and the hero of the day, Steve Thornton. 
The mile relay winning time was 3:51, the third record that TNT set that day. The lesson I learned that was to 
always try to do your best. It carried over to more than just sports.



1964-1965



■ First picture on our club page of dynamite stick on head. Also wore 
suits. Dynamite sticks were worn by pledges into the early 90s, suits 
into the early 2000s.

■ Caroling with club sisters in hospitals and rest homes.
■ Other things that TNT members had to carry:
■ Suit and tie; Dynamite Sticks on head; TNT ribbon with Name Card 

(with name, pledge name, hometown, explosion, bicep size); cotton 
ball (to see if they had shaved well); ruler (to make sure the 
ridiculous size of name tags was accurate: I do not know what the 
actual required measurements were, but it was something ridiculous 
like 5 3/16 of an inch by 2 7/8 of an inch)

■ Again regarding the kind of pledges we wanted, Ken Tipton said,
With over 20 members and a very positive image on campus, what 
direction would be next? The president sets the tone. Gary followed 
Rex as the second Bible major in a row. […] Was it important to 
seek pledges who were strong Christian men? Did we want good 
athletes? Did we want good singers? Did we want good leaders? 
The answer was “Yes” to each one of those questions. Another 
important question to be answered was whether to aggressively 
recruit transfer students from Christian Junior Colleges. [Yes.]



1965-1966



■ Dynamite stick on head
■ The pledge, Fred Bailey, later taught history at Freed-Hardeman College (1973-84) 

and ACU (1984-2013; department chair 14 years)
■ Another pledge, Arlin Hendrix, spent over 50 years as a missionary to the French 

speaking world while living in Lyon, France. In fact, he and his wife were still there 
are the time of this writing (2024).

■ Another pledge, Mark Woodward, was a missionary in Germany and the founder of 
“Let’s Start Talking” (established in 1980) a world-wide mission effort that teaches 
English using the Bible

■ “Explosives” as TNT nickname. Every club had at least one nickname in decades past. 
■ Large Club Softball champions
■ We had new emblems that were red and gray (which were additional club colors; 

maybe like the alternate jerseys that some teams have).
■ Final payment on Bulletin board (10 year project)
■ Regarding leadership on campus, Ken Tipton said,

When all the elections for Class officers were completed, TNT gained a great deal of 
respect as three of the four Class presidents were TNT members. They were: Jeff 
Black, Freshman; Gailyn Van Rheenan, Sophomore; and Tom Blucker, Senior; This 
was even better than 1962-63 when Ron McFarland-Freshman and Freddie Roberts-
Sophomore were elected Class Presidents. 

■ Regarding Beaux for girls clubs, he also stated that TNT had a lot, which was another 
testimony to its popularity and renewed image following the Great Purge of 1961

■ Virgil Lawyer’s last year as a sponsor. According to Ken Tipton, 
It was probably difficult give up sponsorship in 1966. Leslie Burke and Jerry Jones 
were the new sponsors joining Joe Pryor in 1966-67. Those three sponsors continued 
until the 1970’s when Bill Hollaway and Joe McReynolds were sponsors.
[However, when I spoke to Jerry Jones, he said he was only a sponsor for 1 year.]



1966-1967



■ The Dynamite Stick was still important
■ Dr. Joe was the judge of the kangaroo court

– A student from this time period, Ken Tipton, said, “Joe Pryor was seldom 
seen, but was worth more than his weight in gold as he presided over 
‘kangaroo court’”

– Of his own trial back in 1962, he said, “It might have been very 
controversial, but from my own perspective the kangaroo court at the end of 
pledge week was a factor in developing loyalty. I was a very naïve and 
gullible 17-year-old when I heard the Dean of Harding College, Dr. Joe 
Pryor, declare on rough initiation night that I did not meet the standard to be 
in TNT. I believed him, and for the next several minutes the emotional pain, 
together with the physical drain of a week of limited sleep was almost 
unbearable. When I, and the other pledges were finally told that we would be 
admitted into the club it caused my “roller coaster” emotions to swing in the 
opposite direction with extreme joy. I then resolved that I would prove to all 
the pledge masters that they did not make a mistake by accepting me into the 
TNT social club. Over the years, some of the toughest pledges wept at the 
kangaroo court’s initial rejection given by Dr. Joe Pryor.”

■ Softball championship
■ Chapel program (kind of like theater, choruses, or bands that still do chapel 

programs, in the past any group could give them about all kinds of things).
■ Ken Tipton states, “TNT had “Strength in Diversity” and cites athletes, musicians, 

preachers, artists, student newspaper journalists, academics, debate, etc.
■ According to Ken Tipton, Intramural director Cecil Beck first introduced B teams 

this year.



1967-1968



■ Academic trophy (not just sports. Joe Pryor was honor student and athlete. We 
win athletic and academic trophies)

■ Also tied to win Speech Arts trophy (early members like Ruckman and Trent had 
been debaters)

■ Pledges with dynamite stick: pledges “vociferously ‘exploded’” during pledge 
week

■ Project: waxing plane
■ While Harding was experiencing rapid growth during this time, the number of 

social clubs was too. Several members of TNT participated in the establishment 
of some of these new clubs in an attempt to help more students get into good 
clubs. Two of those clubs that TNT members helped establish were Chi Sigma 
Alpha and Phi Gamma Delta.

■ Commenting on TNT’s influence during his 6 year membership, Ken Tipton 
stated,

To say that the influence that TNT had on me was profound would be an 
understatement. I looked at many of the TNT members as spiritual giants. I 
learned more from them about what it meant to be a genuine Christian than 
what I could have learned from any book or Bible class. When I started at 
Harding, I was so inept socially the one classmate nicknamed me “country 
Ken.” I was accepted by TNT members that I considered as heroes and 
gradually obtained some of my own social graces. As I reflect, my awards, 
accolades, election to leadership positions in professional organizations, and my 
completion of a doctorate, etc., can be partially attributed to the influences of 
the TNT social club. In my final years in the club, I tried to “pay it back” and 
help the younger members in the same way that I had been helped.

■ I pray that more members have this experience of TNT pouring into them and 
helping them grow, and then, in turn, they can pour into the next generation.



1968-1969



■ Last year we waxed the plane, and this year 
we waxed the fire truck

■ Jerry Jones (Bible faculty) became a sponsor. 



1969-1970



■ Painted Intramural board; Serenaded Coeds; Volleyball and Basketball

■ Traditional chant of TNT:

■ Gates, Bates, and Travis, Where’s Huckaba?

■ Rough Night of Pledge week was at Wyldewood. Pledges were blindfolded and made to hold hands and stay 
together. From there Two versions of story: 

■ 1) Gates, Bates, and Travis couldn’t find Huckaba, so they ran through the woods all night chanting “Gates, 
Bates, and Travis. Where’s Huckaba?”

■ 2) All four were lost so all the members stayed up searching for them all over Wyldewood chanting “Where’s 
Huckaba, Gates, Bates, and Travis?”

■ Maybe these two versions are not mutually exclusive? The ending is the same either way though. All 4 of them 
were found the next morning in their beds on campus. The reason why this story became a legend and a 
traditional chant is because it shows devotion to brothers. How will you show devotion to your TNT 
brothers? How will you keep them from getting lost and help them find their way home (to heaven)?

■ After years of speculation, at TNT’s 90th reunion in 2024 Hal Gates finally told the story from his perspective. 
Pledges and pledge masters met outside the Rhodes Fieldhouse on Rough Night. Three pledges (Vernon Bates, 
Hal Gates, and Richard Travis) were assigned to pledge masters Jim Reese and Ken Huckaba. The pledges were 
blindfolded and driven around in a car. On the way north toward Wyldewood, Ken Huckaba and Jim Reese 
stopped to do some trick-or-treating since it was Halloween. This detour made them arrive much later than 
everyone else. Since they were not there, the other pledge masters made all the pledges start chanting so that they 
would get there faster (or maybe know where to come). They chanted “Gates, Bates, and Travis. Gates, Bates, 
and Travis. Gates, Bates, and Travis. Where’s Huckaba? Where’s Huckaba?” The pledges kept chanting this until 
that final car arrived. Gates, Bates, and Travis, however, did not get to participate in the chant until the following 
year.

■ From “The trial of Doc” (July 4, 1998), it looks like Huckaba was the one that was lost: “We are willing to agree 
that while it is true that Doc actually knew Gates, Bates and Travis, and eventually found Huckaba…”

■ This story became a chant that exemplifies devotion to your brothers. 

■ See the appendix for other TNT Chants.



1970-1971



■ As far as I know, our first African American member pledged this year: Virgil 
Coleman. (Thank you to Neo Moss, who pledged some 38 years later and became 
our first Afro-Caribbean sponsor, for helping me find the information.)

■ Won three trophies in Speech Arts, retired 2 of them (it seems like this is similar to 
the original World Cup trophy that was retired after someone won it three times)

■ Activities with ZP: Drop the handkerchief (basically Duck, Duck, Goose) and 
marshmallow fight

■ New Sponsor that served for many, many years: Dr. Hollaway (Doc). At the 
time, agreed to serve only 1 year. He still comes to events (2019)

■ Doc wrote the official club song “The Brothers of T.N.T.” (1974). He also wrote 
an Opera for TNT “Oh, Pledge” (1974). He also wrote a Cantata about Dr. Joe 
Pryor “Hello Dr. Joe” performed in chapel on February 24, 1976 (and/or 
1981). Although he was never a student, his very funny trial was held on July 
4, 1998, and he was let in as a member. He also wrote “A Blue and White Rag” 
(1993). He also wrote a special piece for when Dr. McLarty became president 
which has become the music that is used at official Harding events like 
Commencement and Graduation “Variants on the Alma Mater” (2013).

■ Doc included elements of the TNT club song in some of those musical pieces as 
well as at least one other that he wrote. Doc wrote an orchestral suite back in the 
early 1980s based on alphabetical letters associated with the Queen of England 
(Queen Elizabeth II) and her children and included various versions of the club 
song in three of the six parts.



1971-1972



■ The Pit. Every year at Wyldewood they would fill a pit with 
mud (and supposedly every other nasty thing that they could 
think of). Pledges would have to go through the pit but keep 
their “Why Theme” completely clean. The Why Theme was an 
essay that pledges wrote to answer the question “Why?” See the 
opera “Oh, Pledge” for more club week activities from that era.

■ According to a Facebook post by Tim Slater, the final Mud Pit 
was 1988.



1971-1972



■ Rough night kangaroo court

■ TNT won the Spirit Trophy



1972-1973



■ Project: Bibles behind the Iron Curtain
■ Spirit Trophy for Sports
■ Jerseys (pictured for the first time maybe since 1937) still have the slanted letters
■ Pete “Legs” Nash (2 things)
■ 1) In the past everyone had pledge names. At first they were short like Legs or 

Klonch. Eventually they got longer and longer and more and more ridiculous (and 
some were inappropriate). They were eliminated in the 2000s or 2010s.

■ 2) PODNA: Originally, there was Podna and Flying Podna (which was a jumping 
chest bump, sometimes over a campfire). The story I heard about the origin of the 
water version was this. At a stag function at Wyldewood in January or early 
February, TNT played dodgeball. Everyone got really hot and started stripping. 
They were so hot that they decided to go for a swim, but since they did not want 
wet clothes, they went skinny dipping. Pete “Legs” Nash did not have strong legs 
and in the cold water was not going to be able to make it back to shore. Russell 
“Podna” Clifford went in to save him. From that point on, in the water PODNA, 
you always had to have a PODNA (a partner) to make sure you could get out. It was 
always done in the cold. The first 2 entries into the water only counted as 1 trip, but 
from then on each trip could be counted as one.

■ From “The Trial of Doc” (July 4, 1998): “Doc was there to witness the first flying 
Podna, the first Podna in the lake at Wildwood and the first breaking through the ice 
for a Podna”

■ The important part of this story, the reason why this is a TNT legend, is 
because it shows great Devotion to brothers: Podna saved Legs. Therefore, you 
must always have a Podna. How will you show devotion to your TNT brothers? 
How will you save them?



1973-1974



■ Behind Iron Curtain

■ “1933 saw a group of men band together to attempt to promote a 
wholesome social atmosphere among themselves and their 
peers, and to encourage Christian ideals. […] Friendships were 
strengthened”

■ Devotionals with sister club



1974-1975



■ Lott Therrio (at bottom) was S.A. president.

■ He was the first Black SA president.

■ He was also involved in the first Flying Podna.



1975-1976



■ We had 88 members after pledge week, which was largest in TNT 
history up to that point.

■ Sports victories

■ Ken Neller (future Bible professor. Sponsor Whit Jordan was in TNT 
with his sons, at least 2 of them, one of whom married a TNT queen like 
his father had) is a member here. When I interviewed Dr. Dan Stockstill, 
the Associate Dean of the College of Bible and Ministry, in addition to 
talking about the different podnas, he spoke highly of the devotion of 
club brothers to one another. The example he gave involved Ken 
Neller. Ken Neller had married a TNT queen. He was a Bible professor 
at Harding and a preacher at a local congregation. He died suddenly and 
unexpectedly. In a show of devotion to their club brother and queen, 
TNT members from all over the country dropped whatever they were 
involved in and came back to Searcy to support the family.



1976-1977



■ Different activities include Spots victories, Devotionals and outings with ZP, 
Spring Sing

■ Members: 1. Ganus (TNT has had male descendants of all past Harding 
presidents so far, but Dr. McLarty only had daughters. Dr. McLarty does have a 
former TNT member for a son-in-law: Michael Martin.)

■ 11. Stockstill (Associate Dean of COBAM) 68. Lee Harris (cousin to Lee 
Whitaker who is uncle to Sponsor Whit Jordan)

■ First Harding President J.N. Armstrong had at least one great-grandson in TNT

■ Second Harding President George S. Benson had at least 2 grandsons in TNT 
(and a great-nephew)

■ Third Harding President Clifton Ganus had at least one son (seen here) and one 
grandson (J.R. Duke in the early 1990s) in TNT

■ Fourth Harding President David Burks had at least 2 sons, 2 grandsons (Carter 
and Weston Burks), and even at least 2 granddaughters as queens (Madison and 
Kaley Burks)

■ Fifth Harding President Bruce McLarty had daughters, but now has a son-in-
law who was in TNT (Michael Martin)

■ Sixth Harding President Mike Williams: nothing yet



1977-1978



■ ZP had star on forehead, we had dynamite stick on top (had to be sundial)

■ Stan Clark and Lee Whitaker

■ TNT members had to keep the dynamite stick, but other guys clubs were 
supposed to try to steal them. If you lost the stick, you had to get a bigger one 
following this progression for every time it was stolen: toilet paper roll, paper 
towel roll, wrapping paper roll, carpet roll. To protect it, members would make 
it look like a porcupine with razor blades and pins.

■ One member was told to polish a Bible professor’s shoes, and when he bent 
down to do so, he sliced the professor’s pants with the razor blade.

■ Sometimes brawls would break out as pledge brothers tried to protect one 
another (Importance of Devotion to brothers): At one point, someone from a 
different club snatched one, but a pledge brother used a tennis racket that he 
was carrying around for that purpose and smacked the guy’s arm so hard that he 
broke his wrist. Ask sponsor David White about that story.

■ Even though brother and sister clubs appear together in yearbooks here, present 
research still has not found anything in social club handbooks or student 
handbooks that says anything about the relationship between brother-sister 
clubs, nor about how that tradition began.





■ As previously mentioned, pledges had to have on their person several items including their 
dynamite stick and their cotton balls (to show they were clean-shaven).

■ The photo on the left show normal-sized dynamite sticks. The one on the right was used by a 
TNT member who pledged in 1986 and who later was a member on the Harding Board of 
Trustees: Craig Cheatham. When he shared this on social media (January 18, 2020), he said, 
“I wore it on my head from the crack of dawn until late at night for five days straight back in 
1986. It is just shy of 12 inches tall in case its hard to figure out the scale in this photo … 
think paper towel roll. [...] It probably goes without saying no Titans dared risk grabbing at 
this.”

■ Other comments in response to his post continued on with the same theme of having to 
defend your dynamite stick from pledges of other clubs.

■ Jeff Montgomery (Director of Photo Services for Harding and also teaches photography 
classes): “We carried tennis rackets to defend ourselves as well.”

■ Don Rottman: “Pretty sure they outlawed the razor blades mine had a few years later. And the 
tennis rackets.”

■ Brian Anderson: “I remember a kappa sig pledge grabbing mine leaving chapel one day. 
Before I thought about it I had him by the throat in the flower beds in front of Dr Pryor ‘s 
house. Two big ol Sub-t guys we’re pulling us apart and here walks up Dr Ganus. His first 
concern was making sure the Sub-t guys weren’t involved. Then his only correction was, 
“son, looks like you grabbed the wrong stick of dynamite.” ”

■ Paul Maynard: “Does anyone remember whose racketball racket accidentally ran into 
[someone’s] knee?”

■ Chip Johnson: “I wore one proudly, and did my share of racket swinging against a group of 4 
sub-t who thought my hat was their prize. They were mistaken. GO BLUE.”





■ We won the 1979 All Sports A trophy. According to present research, 
this is the first year that we won the All-Sports trophy, but early records 
are very difficult to come by and All-Sports at first only referred to the 
Track Meet in some years.

■ Alpha Tau Epsilon wrapped up a three-peat just a year or two before. 
Now they are struggling to avoid being disbanded for lack of members. 
Clubs wax and wane. Do not look down on other clubs because of 
their current position. We have been there. Small and struggling to 
survive? Bad reputation? New, up-start club? We’ve been there. We 
have seen that with TNT, Sub T-16, Alpha Tau Epsilon, and all of the 
clubs that have been disbanded such as Cavaliers, Koinonia, and 
Pioneers. My prayer is that God can use TNT to further his kingdom as 
long as TNT exists. 



1978-1979



■ B team All Sports Champions probably from the previous school 
year but mentioned here because the news came out after the 
yearbook went to print.

■ TNT won the trophy for 1979 A team All-sports Champions as 
seen above

■ The Princess and the Frog was Spring Sing theme from year 
before



1979-1980



• Spring Sing with Boxing Theme: This was the first year we won the Sweepstakes 
award as Spring Sing Champions (the picture, however, is from previous year’s 
Spring Theme of Princess and Frog)

• As mentioned in the following year Petit Jean, TNT also won A team All-Sports 
in 1980. This was the first time we had the Double: Spring Sing and All-Club 
Champions.
• TNT and ZP mass dating
• Speaking of Dates, these are personal mistakes that I made involving functions. I 

had never taken a girl on a date before, so I was not an expert. I am telling these 
so that you do not make the same ones. Please learn from my mistakes and avoid 
them:

• For my first function, it was the Christmas Function right after I got in. It was not 
going to include a meal, just a white elephant gift exchange at Downtown 
Church. I figured a lot of people would be at the caf, so I met my date there. NO 
ONE else did that. They had ALL taken their dates out to eat. Make sure to treat 
your dates better than I did and give her a good meal.

• For Blue Banquet, I was the only one to not label my blue gift correctly. I just put 
the explosion. The Blue gift for your date should include your name, your date’s 
name, the explosion, and the date (e.g. April 27th, 2019). Since they did not know 
who the gift was for, they could not put it in the appropriate spot. Make sure to 
treat your dates better than I did and give her a good gift.



1980-1981



■ Mass dates and devotionals, special sisters

■ Mention of winning all Sports in 1980 (but Titans won in 1981 which 
began a decade of dominance for them where they were first or second 
almost every year)

■ “A team” football with Jimmy Allen’s son at QB. Jimmy Allen was a long 
time Bible professor at Harding and along with Dr. Ganus, those two 
professors were the ultimate competitors. With the two of them, the faculty 
team would frequently defeat the student teams. Here, Jimmy Allen’s son 
is in TNT and was our A team football QB.

■ (ZP won Sportsmanship award)

■ Picture of Tailgating which we have re-established in recent years.



1981-1982



■ Stars on foreheads for ZP

■ TNT president Jimmy Allen

■ “There was also a special closeness shared between the clubs. Karle Kell, a 
Zeta Rho member noted, ‘Zeta Rho and TNT are just typically brothers and 
sisters, we’re really close to each other”

■ Some people joke around about the relationship that TNT and ZP have, and 
unfortunately some don’t appreciate it as much as they should. Usually it is 
just like brothers and sisters, and you should protect, respect, and love your 
sister. We were given ZP. Adam was given Eve to be a suitable helper and 
was a great blessing. At the very worst, in some people’s minds, ZP is like a 
younger sister for TNT. But ZP is actually so much more than that. 

■ For some people, TNT and ZP have more of the relationship of Mr. and Mrs. 
Virgil Lawyer, the first TNT-ZP marriage. There have even been TNT 
members who became a ZP beau that married a ZP member who was a TNT 
queen (for example, Jim Miller, chair of Communication Department, former 
TNT president and former sponsor)



1982-1983



■ Quote from Whit Jordan’s uncle Lee Whitaker “Sharing each others’ burdens and joys has made TNT special to 
me. I will never forget when we took turns carrying Stan Clark (a guy with cerebral palsey) up Pinnacle Mt.”

■ One day a bunch of TNT and ZP members all went to Pinnacle Mountain. Stan Clark had massive biceps and 
strong arms, but needed crutches to walk. He could do Olympic gymnastic routines on the Rings, but could not 
land the dismount. Since he could not hike up the mountain, he was going to wait down at the bottom while 
everyone else went. Much to his surprise, however, a bunch of his TNT brothers carried him up the mountain.

■ This story is a microcosm of what we want TNT to be for its members. This is TNT history and tradition. 
This is devotion to your brothers and working together. This is how we reach new heights. It is also the 
background to one of the TNT challenges.

■ Pinnacle Challenge:
Reach the Summit of Pinnacle Mountain with 50 total people from TNT and/or Zeta Rho or with 50% of TNT and Zeta 
Rho (either your cohort or the whole club). And have everyone return safely to the base.
■ Final notes about history and numbers: Lee Whitaker and Stan Clark joined TNT in 1977, which is why 77% of 

the cohort is required to complete the Challenge. It was published in the 1983 yearbook, TNT’s 50th year, which is 
why 50% of TNT and Zeta Rho are required to complete the Challenge.

■ Sugarloaves Challenge
■ Combining elements of Podna, Maple Leaf, and our first function after Harding moved to Searcy, the challenge is 

to climb both Sugarloaf mountains with a Podna in one day. The Sugarloaf mountains are near Heber Springs, but 
the second one is on an island in Greer’s Ferry Lake.

■ 4 Mountains 4 Brothers Challenge:
■ Based on something that former TNT members (some would say legends) have created, adapted, and completed.
■ With a group of at least 4 TNT brothers (queens count), leave campus after the dorms open (earliest: 5 am)
■ Reach the summit of Petit Jean (site of TNT’s first function ever, Fall 1933), Pinnacle Mountain (where TNT 

members carried a fellow member to the peak), and both Sugarloaf mountains (one of which is the site of TNT’s 
first function after the move to Searcy, Fall 1934)

■ And have everyone make it back safely before curfew (midnight or 1 am)
■ Other former challenges that are no longer approved: we mentioned PODNA (which was around in some form or 

another for about 35 years). Also, Mapleleaf Challenge, which was never official, (where members walk to 
Greer’s Ferry Lake) was around for about a decade in the 2010s. When members did the unsanctioned and 
disallowed Mapleleaf Challenge, TNT received sanctions (such as missing privileges for Club week and losing 
our end-of-the-year Banquet). The deans have banned this activity.



1983-1984



■ "We are many, but we are one, is my personal motto for TNT," 
said Charles Dupre, vice-president. "Blue offers the opportunity 
for men of such varied interests to be bound together with Christ 
as the link.“

■ Rivalry but also support for other clubs: TNT and Zeta Rho also 
held several devotionals with other men's and women's clubs to 
establish new friendships and break down club barriers.



1984-1985



■ TNT held their traditional winter stag party at the Wyldewood Retreat 
Center (dodgeball and Podna)

■ The 1984 school year was one that brought TNT and Zeta Rho 
together as a close-knit family.

■ Blue jerseys and white jerseys.



1985-1986



■ Devos: Some of the very special times spent together were the
occasional devotionals at Wyldewood. Some of these were 
exclusive TNT -Zeta Rho functions, others were TNT -Zeta Rho 
and friends.

■ Marty Spears playing volleyball, Later, Harding Provost. When 
shown this picture, he responded, “Wow, the photo takes me 
back in time. TNT was a big part of my Harding experience, and 
those relationships blessed me then and continue to bless me 
today! I am thankful to [those who] allow TNT to continue to 
change lives.”



1986-1987



■ The year was one to remember, and the seniors found it 
hard to let go. The sports, devotionals, outings, and special 
bond with Zeta Rho made all TNT members "proud to be 
blue".

■ Shouts of "Go Blue" could be heard as TNT pledges 
marched around campus. Pledges including future sponsor 
David White.



1987-1988



■ Diversity in Unity: As usual, the guys enjoyed many and various activities 
that showed the diversity of the club while still maintaining unity.

■ Winter Stag: The annual Winter Stag kicked off the official activities for the 
year. The intense athletic competition set the mood for the evening, and in 
the end everyone showed their best side.

■ Sponsor Doc Hollaway after only 18 of his 50+ years as sponsor and 
sponsor emeritus: “Doctor William Hollaway was honored at the TNT 
Spring Banquet. The club took this opportunity to pay tribute to his long 
years of service.”

■ John Barton’s quote: ...some of the best friends...



1988-1989

TNT and ZP 
helped establish 
a new clubs



■ Left: 
■ Michael Jordan and TNT member David White (a future TNT 

sponsor) wearing TNT jerseys. For many years, the picture and 
explanation hung in the “Blue Room” (the “TNT room”) in Doc’s 
house. Doc (Dr. William Hollaway) had a Zeta Rho room (the “Red 
Room”) and a TNT room that he would rent out to students. Later, he 
filled them with TNT memorabilia such as this picture with Michael 
Jordan. According to David White, it was a dunk contest.

■ Right:
■ Rivalry but also support for other clubs: TNT and ZP, working with 

current rivals, help found new rivals.
■ TNT had the idea. TNT worked with another club (Titans, one of their 

biggest rivals at the time) to establish a third club, get it up and 
running, and provide temporary officers.

■ TNT and ZP also helped get Pikes and Chi-Os going with Spring 
Sing, since those two clubs joined us for a few years. A very similar 
thing happened in the early 2000s when new clubs Gamma Sigma Phi 
and Pi Theta Phi joined TNT and ZP for Spring Sing. Both of those 
clubs were also established for similar reasons as Pikes and Chi-Os.



1988-1989



■ TNT Button and Ribbon with Name Tag: For many years, all 
TNT pledges wore that button and that ribbon with their suit 
every day of pledge week.

■ More TNT history at Petit Jean Mountain: “TNT members
took children from the Southern Church of Christ orphanage 
to Petit Jean Mountain”



1989-1990



■ David Vaughn’s Quote on the importance of club diversity.

■ TNT and ZP joint mixer

■ One of the queens this year was Susan Vaughn. Next year she 
was SA president (the second ever female SA president)



1990-1991



■ TNT Pigroast was a function tradition for over a decade

■ Leadership on campus: “Spiritual and campus leaders”

■ “Close-knit” relationship for TNT and ZP

■ Diversity in TNT: “bound together with our diversity”

■ Susan Vaughn, TNT queen from the previous year, was the SA 
President this year. She later became Susan Vaughn Hassmann
and had at least one son in TNT. (Thank you, John Hassmann, for 
helping me get this information.)



1991-1992



■ TNT meetings: TNT versus and the approval 
of the minutes: very humorous parts of club 
meetings.



1992-1993



■ “"We wanted to have the pledges thinking as a unit.”

■ This was the first year of a long string of All-Sport 
Championships.

■ This year was also a Double: All-Sports and Spring Sing (the 
first of 2 consecutive Doubles; second overall)



1993-1994



■ The second of 2 consecutive Doubles: Spring Sing and All-Sports Champions (3rd overall)

■ From the Zeta Rho page: In the midst of a frustrating and hectic week, Zeta Rho and its 
pledges took time out to make a difference in the lives of others. With TNT and its pledges, 
Zeta Rho travelled to Griffithville Church of Christ to clean, repair and paint the building.

■ Members and pledges worked, sweated and sang side by side during the hours at the church. 
The tasks they completed were as varied as replacing the bathroom fixtures and dusting and 
vacuuming. The efforts were coordinated by several members of TNT and Zeta Rho who 
attend the Griffithville church.

■ Pledging this year was Jim Miller who later would be a TNT president and ZP beau. He 
married Sara, ZP member who was a TNT queen. Still later, he returned to Harding as a 
professor in the Department of Communication (and served as the chair) and served as a 
Faculty Fellow in the Honors College. In the 2020 Petit Jean, reflecting on his time as a 
pledge, he recounted the following:

■ Dr. Jim Miller, associate professor in the department of communication - TNT 1993

■ “I joined TNT in 1993. I was president my senior year. So, it was fun. As it is today, my 
pledge week was a time of bonding with my pledge mates. I remember Matt Schmitz, who 
works in the admissions office. He and I pledged together. I remember on rough night, we 
were in the Lee building, and we were waiting to go on trial to see if we had gotten into the 
club or not, and the upperclassmen stuck Matt and I into a bathroom stall and said, ‘Sit here 
and do not open your eyes.’ So, I sat in that stall with Matt Schmitz for two hours, and I don’t 
think I ever opened my eyes because we were so scared of what was going to happen, and so, 
we just followed the orders. But such good times of bonding with my pledge class, getting to 
know the members, and those were good memories. I still have my dynamite stick that we all 
wore on our heads all week long.”



1994-1995



■ All-Sports Champions (Three-peat)

■ This yearbook began a new trend in which Social Clubs did 
not receive a full page in the yearbook but shared it with 
several others. Many years there was no information about 
the clubs at all other than a picture and the member’s names 
(the ones pictured, at least).



1995-1996



■ All-Sports Champions for 4th consecutive year.

■ Also Spring Sing Champions to complete the 
Double, our 4th.



1996-1997



■ 5th consecutive All-Sports Championship.



1997-1998



■ 6th consecutive All-Sports Victory.

■ Also Spring Sing Champions for our 5th Double

■ A pledge this year, David Arencibia, would later become a Vice 
President, Athletic Director, Historian, and the first ever recipient of 
Doc's TNT Scholarship. Like many others, TNT leadership was a 
preview of future leadership: He was the 2022 Texas Principal of the 
Year, and in 2023, he was a National Principal of the Year Finalist —
one of only three finalists out of more than 90,000 secondary 
principals in the country.

■ During the summer of 1998, TNT had a reunion. See following pages 
for more information.



1998 
Reunion



1998 TNT Reunion

■ The Trial of Doc: Since he was not a student at HU, could he be 
a TNT member?



1998-1999



■ 7th consecutive All-Sports victory.



1999-2000



■ 8th consecutive All-Sports Championship

■ Also Spring Sing Champions with “A 
Rumble in the Jungle,” which was 
legendary during my time as a student.

■ 6th double



2000-2001



■ 9th consecutive All-Sports Championship



2001-2002



■ 10th consecutive All-Sports Championship



2002-2003



■ 11th consecutive All-Sports Championship

■ (Future Sponsor Whit Jordan pledged this year)



2003-2004



■ 12th consecutive All-Sports Championship. The final one of 
this streak.

■ Hank Bingham (top right), former TNTer, returned as a sponsor 
for a couple years. As far as current research has shown, he is 
the first African American Sponsor that TNT had.

■ Former TNT president and future chair of the Communication 
Department and Honors College Faculty Fellow Jim Miller 
also served as sponsor for a few years.



2004-2005



■ For the first time in over a decade, TNT did not 
win All-Sports this year. 2 other clubs actually 
tied for the championship: Knights and Titans. 



2005-2006



■ Spring Sing Champions: “Don't Sweat the Small Stuff”

■ A different club (Knights) finally won an All-Sports Championship 
outright.



2006-2007



■ Whit Jordan graduated the year before, but Peter Jordan joined this 
year completing 2 family members across 3 generations in TNT. 
There have been other families with more generations. There have 
been other families with more people. So our family is not unique, 
but it is merely the one I am most familiar with. I pray that God can 
use TNT to help grow more men across many more generations and 
in many more families.



2007-2008



■ Future Sponsor Blake Matty joined this year.

■ TNT reclaimed the All-Sports Championship, the first of 4 in a row.



2008-2009



■ The TNT and ZP combined Brady Bunch Mixer was a favorite tradition 
for many years. Milkshakes, 70s clothes, and Zeta Rho: what more could 
you ask for in a mixer?

■ 2nd consecutive All-Sports Championship
■ Spring Sing Champions: “Lines, Fiber, Grey Hair, Oh My!”
■ 7th double
■ Whit Jordan back as a Sponsor for one year.
■ Year of our founding is given incorrectly in the yearbook as 1934 when we 

were actually founded in the Fall of 1933 (sometime between October 18-
21).

■ I do not know why the mascot is given as “big blue.” Our mascot has been 
Dynamite the Goat since 1941/42.

■ Although not in the picture, future sponsor Neo Moss joined this year. As 
far as current research has revealed, he was the first Afro-Caribbean 
sponsor TNT had.

■ 2008-2009 was also the year that future Sponsor Michael Crouch was SA 
president.



2009-2010



■ 3rd consecutive All-Sports Championship

■ Future sponsor A. “Neo” Moss appears here



2010-2011



■ Although the Blue Banquet has not existed in its current form since 
1933, TNT has had some find of function for dates since then. The 
Fall Stag Function was also very important to get things kicked off 
for the year.

■ Final of 4 straight All-Sports Championships

■ First of back-to-back Spring Sing Championships (though this year 
was a tie between our show and another: “Redistributing Wealth” 
(ours) AND “20/80 Vision” (tie)).

■ Double: All-Sports and Spring Sing (8th)

■ Future Sponsor Garrett Escue joined this year.



2011-2012



■ Second of back-to-back Spring Sing Championships 
(Comics, Star Trek, and Sci Fi, Oh My!).



2012-2013



■ The explosion changed slightly here, in a way that is contrary to 
how it should be. The TNT is no longer expanding but is flat 
along the bottom. This version of the explosion has been around 
for a few years, but I am working on getting the 
exploding/expanding TNT within the explosion back.



2013-2014



■ All-Sports Champions again. The first of a 5-year streak.



2014-
2015



■ “Hark” (with a peculiar TNT pronunciation) became a tradition greeting for 
TNT members instead of the normal “Hello” or “hey.” It had been around about 
4 or 5 years by this point.

■ Ironman games was another long-time tradition during club week.
■ Blue Book = Pledge Book, the same format as had been used since it was first 

pictured in the Petit Jean over 50 years previously (1964).
■ Some of the comments about Blue Banquet are not accurate. We had functions 

every year, but not a specific formal in which blue gifts were given. It had also 
not been at the Red Apple Inn since the 1960s. It had been there for at least a 
dozen years, though. The points about the importance and uniqueness of the 
Blue Gifts, however, are excellent. Sponsor Travis McNeal (treasurer in the 
early 1990s and here nearly halfway through being a sponsor for a decade) 
makes a great point at the end as well: “"TNT is such a traditional club," 
McNeal said. "I think that because there is tradition, the members feel like they 
are a part of something bigger than themselves. They know that people 20 years 
ago did the same things, and it is really neat to see the consistency."”

■ All-Sports Champions again. The second of a 5-year streak.
■ Also, the first of back-to-back Spring Sing Championships (Charlie and the 

Chocolate Tragedy), which made this the first of back-to-back Doubles (9th

overall).
■ Whit Jordan returns as sponsor.
■ TNT member Philip Habegger is SA president this year



2015-2016



■ All-Sports Champions again. The third of a 5-year 
streak.

■ Also, the second of back-to-back Spring Sing 
Championships (Ice, Ice, Baby), which made this the 
second of back-to-back Doubles (10th overall).



2016-2017



■ All-Sports Champions again. The fourth of a 5-year 
streak.

■ Incidentally, the first year that Whit Jordan sponsored 
and TNT did not win the double.



2017-2018



■ All-Sports Champions again. The fifth of a 5-year streak.

■ Former member David White returns as sponsor.



2018-2019



■ Reclaimed Spring Sing Championship, but did not win All-
Sports, ending the 5-year streak.

■ Incidentally, elsewhere in this Petit Jean, Sub-T’s founding 
was given as 1924 when it was actually in October of 1929.



2019-2020



■ The Spring of this semester was disrupted by the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic. Students did 
not return to campus after Spring Break, so Spring Sing was cancelled. Blue Banquet was held 
remotely by individual couples who wanted to do something. Former member Blake Matty 
returned as sponsor.

■ Doc Hollaway began as a Sponsor in the fall of 1970. He committed for only one year, no more. 
This year marked the 50th year that he has been a sponsor or sponsor emeritus. He has served the 
club in so many ways over the years from composing the music and lyrics to the club song, 
establishing the TNT scholarship, and countless other ways he has blessed the men of TNT. 

■ Here are some excerpts from an interview about Doc:
■ What is the legacy/impact that Doc Hollaway has on TNT?

In the fall of 1970, TNT needed a new sponsor, and some members went to Doc, who was a 
new professor, and asked him to serve. He said that he would be a sponsor for only one year, but 
now he has been sponsor and sponsor emeritus for over 50 years. Without the dedication of Doc to 
the club, TNT would not exist. He has spent countless hours at club meetings, functions, club 
sports, stags, and other club activities. He has mentored many of the men who came through the 
club. The selflessness that he has shown is remarkable and has been a huge blessing to the club as a 
whole and to many individuals in particular.

■ Additionally, Doc has accomplished several other things for the club that are part of his legacy. For 
years, he hand-painted a stool for the club president and included the TNT explosion symbol on it. 
That tradition continues to this day. Also, in his house, he has a room dedicated to TNT. It is full of 
club memorabilia such as a TNT rocking chair with the explosion carved into it and a jacket used 
decades ago. Finally, he created a needs-based scholarship for students who might not otherwise be 
able to return to Harding.

■ The last area that I will mention about the impact that he has had on TNT and the legacy that he has 
left is related to his continued care for members even after they graduate. One of the many ways he 
has shown this care is through the organization of different TNT reunions. The first reunion he 
organized may have been for the 65th anniversary in 1998 (though he may have organized one 
previously), and he is already working on the 90th anniversary celebration that we will hold in 
2023.



2020-2021



■ The continuing Covid-19 pandemic continued to affect club activities. 
While the new Cohort was chosen in the Fall of 2020, their Club week 
was actually held during the Spring Semester and was severely limited 
due to Covid-19 guidelines. Many traditions were maintained in at least 
some form, though.

■ Spring Sing and Club Sports, though with some delays, were re-
instated. TNT won the All-Sports trophy. In fact, TNT and ZP swept all 
four divisions for men and women for this school year.

■ After this year, Travis McNeal, sponsor for a decade, stepped down.
■ Jump (Trampoline) Function



2021-2022



■ Bob Plunkett led TNT and ZP to victory in the Homecoming Float.
■ For the second straight year, TNT and ZP swept all four divisions of the All-

Sports trophy.
■ After a two-year hiatus from official Blue Banquets at Red Apple Inn (Covid-19 

pandemic and then sanctions from having members do Mapleleaf [which is not 
a TNT challenge and is not approved]), TNT was back at the Red Apple Inn for 
Blue Banquet.

■ Speaking of sanctions from challenges, to redirect members away from 
Mapleleaf and toward new challenges, we instated two new ones: Pinnacle and 
4 Mountains 4 Brothers.

■ Pinnacle Challenge (50 total or 50% of your pledge class or club from TNT or 
TNT&ZP): TNT and ZP took a large group to Pinnacle on Friday, August 27, 
2021 to complete the challenge.

■ 4M4B (a group of at least 4 TNTers reach the peak of Petit Jean, Pinnacle, 
Sugarloaf [on land] and Sugarloaf [in the lake]): AJ Hudkins, Davis Cofer, Bo 
Webb, Ryan Simpson, and Landon Johnson completed this challenge on May 9, 
2022, becoming the first group to do so, at least that I am aware of. (see photo 
of the times they reached each peak)

■ Bennett Holloway was TNT’s president as well as a new member on the track 
team thanks to his strong performance at the club track meet.

■ Functions: Float, Talent Show at the Rialto, Ax Throwing, Blue Banquet



2022-2023

(Higher quality Yearbook picture
was not yet available at the library
website)



■ TNT won 1st, 2nd, and 4th division in All-Sports. ZP swept all four divisions.

■ The Annual Blue Banquet was held, but not at Red Apple Inn. Instead, we 
were at Bella Terra in Cabot, AR.

■ Other Functions: Jump (Trampoline) Function, Ice Skating, Grizzlies Game 
in Memphis

■ For the second year in a row, TNT and ZP members completed the Pinnacle 
Challenge to open the school year



2023-2024

(Higher quality Yearbook picture was not yet
available at the library website)



■ One of the highlights of the year was TNT’s 90th Anniversary Reunion held 
during Homecoming. The yearbook had a picture from the reunion as well 
as some historic pictures. See the next slides for more pictures and 
information. 

■ For the third year in a row, TNT and ZP members completed the Pinnacle 
Challenge to open the school year (see photo on yearbook page).

■ Spring Sing Champions

■ The Annual Blue Banquet was at Bella Terra in Cabot, AR, for the second 
year in a row

■ Other Functions: Float Function, White Elephant Christmas Function 
(bringing back an old tradition), Top Golf Function



90th Anniversary 
Renunion



■ Doc was the primary organizer of the 90th Anniversary Reunion. 
■ Doc also presented new TNT music (“Gates, Bates, and Travis. Where’s 

Huckaba?” top-left photo with a chorus of TNT members across many 
decades). 

■ Hal Gates also told the story of what happened that fateful night 54 
years and 4 days earlier (bottom-left photo shows him and Huckaba
talking later to current members). 

■ The biggest surprise (at least for Doc) of the reunion was when Paul 
Maynard presented Doc with a check in excess of $1,000,000 dollars 
for establishing an Endowed Chair of Music in his honor (see photo on 
yearbook page as well as left-middle photo with all current sponsors 
[David White, Neo Moss, Garrett Escue, and Dr. Whit] along with Paul 
Maynard and Doc). Many TNTers had donated to make that possible.

■ Doc told the story of the “Brothers Far Away” and gave medals to Jay 
Trotter and Ken Dowdy. Brad Lawing was unable to be present, but was 
awarded one in absentia. (The top right photo has the awards and the 
bottom middle photo shows Doc with Ken Dowdy (L) and Jay Trotter 
(R). We sang the same song at the reunion that we sang when we 
learned they had been drafted: “It is well with my soul”

■ The collage in the bottom right photo was brought by Susan Pryor 
Hodges, daughter of Dr. Joe.



FINAL THOUGHTS



■ I plan to add more years and more information in the 
future (check back next year), but that was a brief survey 
of TNT.



Conclusions

■ Variety and overall balance of the club (diverse set of guys from 
all over and with all sorts of interests)

■ Spirituality and Christian focus of club

■ Rivalry and teasing within the club, but support one another and 
be devoted to one another

■ Rivalry with other clubs (Sub T-16, Galaxy, Chi Sigma Alpha, 
Knights, Mohicans, etc.), but we still have their backs. We are all 
brothers in Christ



■ Variety: appreciate it and foster it. The body of Christ cannot be one big nose. 
TNT needs a variety of people as well.

■ Spirituality: We have had preachers like Burl Curtis who was still writing 
religious articles into his nineties (and Carroll Trent and John Stewart were 
student preachers our very first year). Deacons like Dr. Joe Pryor and Lee 
Whitaker. Elders like Ken Davis (Uncle Bud) and Dr. Joe. Foreign missionaries 
like Virgil Lawyer, Arlin Hendrix, Mark Woodward, and the ones mentioned in 
the 1950 Petit Jean. I look forward to seeing which of you will step up in the 
coming years to fill those shoes.

■ Rivalry but support: 

■ Within club: When Stan Clark was pledging, a member saw his bicep size and 
said that could not possibly be correct because it was bigger than his. He 
marked out Stan’s measurement and put something smaller. Years later, Stan 
hosted that guy in his house while he was travelling even though he had messed 
up his nametag. 

■ With other clubs: After great purge, others jumped in to help us. We helped 
other clubs too (Uncle Bud sponsored another club, in 2004 several TNT 
members were some of the primary force behind saving Sub T-16 from dying; 
TNT provided some of the initial push and 5 of the 17 guys that jumped). We 
are all part of the greater body of Christ.



Did we discuss these things?
■ Club song, verse, symbol, meaning of TNT

■ Chants

■ What pledges carried and did

■ Goats

■ The importance of Dr. Joe, Virgil Lawyer, Doc

■ Years we won All Sports

■ Years we won Spring Sing

■ Diversity of club

■ Spiritual Formation and people who were elders, deacons, 
missionaries

■ Tradition, New Heights, Together



■ These are some of the things that you should be able to explain well if asked.



APPENDICES
1. Sponsors who served 10 or more years
2: Spring Sing shows and Years we won

3: A team All Sports Championships
4: Past TNT Presidents

5. Double Championships
6. SA Presidents in TNT

7. Chants, Music, and Poems
8. Early Constitutions



Appendix 1:
Sponsors who served 10 or more 
years
1. Doc (William W. Hollaway): 1970-present (2024); 35 years as 

an official sponsor, and sponsor emeritus who stays involved 
ever since.

2. Dr. Joe (Joseph Pryor): approximately 50 years as a sponsor, 
though for many of the latter years, his only involvement seems 
to have been the Kangaroo Court.

3. Kenny Stamatis: 29 years

4. Dr. Whit (Whitaker Jordan): 11 years

5. JoeMack (Joe McReynolds): 10 years

6. Travis McNeal: 10 Years



Appendix 2: Spring Sing Shows and Results 
Information about show titles and which clubs participated taken from 
previous programs available at http://scholarworks.harding.edu/
First Spring Sing in 1974 (Harding’s 50th anniversary)
1974.TNT and Zeta Rho (ZP). “U.S.O.” arranged and conducted by 

William “Doc” Hollaway
1975.TNT and ZP. “Guys and Dolls” 
1976.TNT and ZP. “It’s a Dog’s Life” 
1977.TNT and ZP. “The Pillsbury Doughboys Present ‘I Knead You’” 
1978.TNT and ZP. “Trackin’” 
1979.TNT and ZP. “Love the One Your With” 
1980.TNT and ZP. “The Main Event”. Sweepstakes Winner.
1981.TNT and ZP. “Uptown Hoedown” 
1982.TNT and ZP. “Takin’ It to the Streets”
1983.TNT and ZP. “All Dressed up with No Place to Go” 
1984.TNT and ZP. “Having a Blast!” 
1985.TNT and ZP. “Well, It’s about Time” 
1986.TNT and ZP did not participate? (but a hostess was in ZP)
1987.TNT and ZP. “Hay, That’s the Last Straw!” (Last Program to list 

previous winners)
1988.TNT and ZP. “If at First You Don’t Secede” 



1989.TNT and ZP. “We’ll Light up Your Life, Cosmos Stars Do” (Jeff 
Montgomery?)

1990.TNT and ZP. “Have We Got a Peel for You!” 
1991.TNT and ZP. “It Stinks to be Extinct” 
1992.TNT and ZP. “What’s the Pig Deal?” (Last year Galaxy participated)
1993.Chi Omega Pi, Pi Kappa Epsilon, TNT, and ZP. “I’m Steel Standing” 

(Ju Go Ju with Titans instead of Galaxy) Sweepstakes winner.
1994.Chi Omega Pi, Pi Kappa Epsilon, TNT, and ZP. “Take This Cork and 

Pop It” (Ko Jo Kai no longer with Sub T-16) Sweepstakes winner. (with the 
falling off or disbandment of our biggest sports rivals of Galaxy and Sub-T 
these years, reflected by participation in Spring Sing, a decade of sports 
dominance followed)

1995.Chi Omega Pi, Pi Kappa Epsilon, TNT, and ZP. “Your Space or Mine?” 
1996.Chi Omega Pi, TNT, and ZP. “Just What You’ve Been Waiting For” 

Sweepstakes winner.
1997.Chi Omega Pi, TNT, and ZP. “Is There a Doctor in the House?” 
1998.Chi Omega Pi, TNT, and ZP. “Is It Still in the Night?” Sweepstakes 

winner.
1999.Chi Omega Pi, TNT, and ZP. “Summer Daze” 
2000.Chi Omega Pi, TNT, and ZP. “A Rumble in the Jungle” Sweepstakes 

winner.
2001.Chi Omega Pi, TNT and ZP. “Goin’ for the Gold” 
2002.TNT and ZP. “We’re Not That ‘Snort’ of Nerds” 



2003.TNT and ZP. “Don’t Surf on My Turf” 
2004.Gamma Sigma Phi, TNT, and ZP. “I Spy, Private Eye” 
2005.Gamma Sigma Phi, Pi Theta Phi, TNT, and ZP. “From Baltic to 

Boardwalk” 
2006.TNT and ZP. “Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff” Sweepstakes 

winner.
2007.TNT and ZP. “These Strings Can’t Hold Us Down” 
2008.TNT and ZP. “When ‘Over There’ Was Over” 
2009.TNT and ZP. “Lines, Fiber, Grey Hair, Oh My!” Sweepstakes 

winner.
2010.TNT and ZP. “Flawed Enforcement” 
2011.TNT and ZP. “Redistributing Wealth – The Early Years” Tie 

with another show for the sweepstakes win.
2012.TNT and ZP. “Comics, and Star Trek, and Sci-Fi, Oh My!” 

Sweepstakes winner.
2013.TNT and ZP. “No Training Wheels Allowed!” 
2014.TNT and ZP. “There’s Gnome Place Like Home” 
2015.TNT and ZP. “Charlie & the Chocolate Tragedy”. 

Sweepstakes Winner. 
2016.TNT and ZP. “Ice, Ice Baby”. Sweepstakes Winner. 
2017.TNT and ZP. “Christmas with the Cousins” 
2018.TNT and ZP. “The Tooth, The Whole Tooth & Nothing But The 

Tooth”



2019.TNT and ZP. “A Tail of Two Cities”. Sweepstakes Winner.

2020.TNT and ZP: Postponed until 2021

2021.TNT and ZP: “Where ... Have ... You ... Bean ... All ... My ... 
Life?”

2022.TNT and ZP: “New Kids on the Rock ‘n’ Roll.”

2023.TNT and ZP: “Blaze of Glory.”

2024.TNT and ZP: “Hooked on a Reeling.” Sweepstakes Winner.
(50th Anniversary of Spring Sing. TNT won 14 of the first 50 
shows; or technically 49 shows since 2020 was cancelled due to 
Covid-19. This year’s program has all previous champions.)



Appendix 3: Years TNT has won A team All-Sports (not necessarily 
an all-inclusive list)

1979
1980

1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004

2008
2009
2010
2011

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

2021
2022
2023

TNT and ZP swept all 
four divisions for men 
and women for 2021 and 
2022.



Appendix 4: Past presidents
(unless otherwise indicated, the year is the Spring, but the presidents 
would have served the previous fall as well)

1934.Roy Ruckman
1935.Carroll Trent
1936.Robert Boyd
1937.Jess Anderson
1938.Clifford Cronin
1939.Bill Stokes
1940.Don Bentley
1941.Excell Berryhill
1942.Joe Whittemore
1943.Richard Chandler

1944.Virgil Lawyer
1945.Clovis Crawford
1946.Frank Curtis
1947.Vernon Lawyer
1948.Forest Moyer
1949.Douglas Lawyer
1950.Cecil Beck
1951.Dean Curtis
1952.Elmer Gathright
1953.Gene Rainey



1954.Gene Rainey
1955.Herman Alexander
1956.Bob Claunch
1957.Herman Alexander
1958.Don Hayes
1959.Odis Clayton
1960.Phil Potter
1961.Mr. Bryant
1962.Eddie Miller
1963.Eddie Miller
1964.Mr. Moorer
1965.Mr. Brock
1966.Mr. Davidson
1967.Mr. Griffith
1968.Mr. Dale

1969.Richard Runions
1970.Raymond Kelly
1971.Buddy Jones
1972.David Fincher
1973.Chuck Guild
1974.Bill Fowler
1975.Alan Harris
1976.Ken Dowdy
1977.Ken Neller
1978.Rusty Meadows
1979.Doug Burns
1980.Mike Parkey
1981.James Jennings
1982.Jimmy Allen
1983.Mark White



1984.Jeff Tennyson
1985.David Burton
1986.Greg Cole
1987.Keith McGuire
1988.Ben Smith
1989.Bryan Burks
1990.David Vaughn
1991.Jim Hull
1992.Hugh Galyean
1993.Ryan Richardson
1994.Keith Kilmer
1995.Kevin Warren
1996.Dan Utter
1997.Jim Miller
1998.Jason Fulmer

1999.Kevin Wilkerson
2000.Michael Cooper
2001.Mac Bell
2002.Jeremy Picker
2003.Josh Steed
2004.Adam Baker
2005.Alan Hooten
2006.Jeff Fowler
2007.Nik Prosser
2008.Kellen Morgan
2009.Peter Snell
2010.Bryce Priestley
2011.Mark Baur
2012.Ben Caudill
2013.Justin Sims



2014.Chris Safley
2015.Silas Hefley
2016.Chris Walker
2017.Mark Claiborne
2018.Landon Tabor
2019. Tanner Johnson
2020. Carter Bramlett
2021. Justin Hajicek
2022. Bennett Holloway
2023. Marc Barnett
2024. Drake Bass
2025. Will Ashmore
2026.
2027.
2028.

2029.
2030.
2031.
2032.
2033.



Appendix 5: Double 
Championships 
(All-Sports and Spring Sing in the Same Year)
■ 1980

■ 1993

■ 1994

■ 1996

■ 1998

■ 2000

■ 2009

■ 2011

■ 2015

■ 2016



Appendix 6: SA/SGA 
Presidents in TNT (that I am aware of)

■ 1971-72: Buddy Jones
■ 1974-75: Bill Fowler
■ 1975-76: Lott Therrio (First 

African-American SA 
president)

■ 1981-82: Ken Stamatis (later 
became a sponsor)

■ 1982-83: Zac Muncy
■ 1990-1991: TNT Queen 

Susan Vaughn
■ 1996-97: Zac Steed
■ 1999-2000: Brian Bush

■ 2001-02: Steve Cloer
■ 2007-08: Charlie Walker
■ 2008-09: Michael Crouch (later 

became a sponsor)
■ 2010-11: Steven Ramsey
■ 2014-15: Philip Habegger
■ 2017-18: Dakota Ellis
■ 2019-20: Michael Krupka
■ 2024-25: TNT Queen Adele 

Duncan



Apendix 7: Chants, Music, and 
Poems
■ The following slides are a partial compilation of chants, music, 

and poetry connected to TNT

■ Music includes
– “The Brothers of T.N.T.”
– “Oh, Pledge”
– “Hello, Dr. Joe”
– “A Blue and White Rag”
– “Gates, Bates, and Travis. Where’s Huckaba?”



Chants

■ Traditional TNT Chants and songs: 
■ Gates, Bates and Travis. Where’s Huckaba?
■ I want to be a TNT member (tune: I wish I were an Oscar Meyer 

Weiner)
■ We love you TNT. Oh yes we do…
■ We love you queens. Oh yes we do…
■ TNT and Zeta Rho, that is all you need to know
■ TNT and Zeta Rho, with our friends we’ll rock the show (for Spring 

Sing)
■ To the water (PODNA in about 5 years)
■ TNT is VIP; we’ve been here since ‘33













































































Gates, 
Bates, and 
Travis
By Dr. Whit



Pinnacle

By Dr. Whit



Together, 
Through 
the Water
By Dr. Whit





Apendix 8: Early Constitutions

■ I have not been able to locate the 1933 constitution so far (but 
Garrett Escue thinks that we have it.

■ I am missing at least 2 pages of the 1940 constitution.

■ I have also included the first page of the 2003 constitution.










